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Thoughts on Psalm 46 
By V. P. Harvey 


E STILL, O troubled heart, be still! 
And know that I am evermore thy God. 
Wait quietly, my child, for I have walked 
In paths more rugged than thy feet have trod. 


Be still, tho’ ’round thee surge the billows 
high 


, 
That threaten to engulf thy weary soul. 
Be still: for I am ever with thee, child; 
Tho’ rough and angry waves of trouble roll. 


I am thy refuge and thy strength alway. 
Rememb’ring this, be thou not moved; 
Forever with thee, I shall be — 
Forever with the children I have loved. 


Tho’ earth be moved, and mountains razed: 
Tho’ troubled waters rage and roar: 

Be still, and rest content in Me — 
“I AM” — exalte@ evermore. 


Dear Lord, I rest my all in Thee, 

Knowing Thy love, Thy judgment all-divine; 
Quietly to wait whate’er Thy will 

May be for me, dear Lord, and mine. 


we 


A Time to Look Up 


Now that the storm of war has 
broken upon the United States, though 
not yet in full force, it is a time to re- 
member our Lord’s command to “look 
up, and lift up your heads.” There is 
a difference of opinion as to the applica- 
tion of these words in Luke 21, but cer- 
tainly we see “upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity . . . men’s 
hearts failing them for fear, and for 


looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth,” and if Satan can 
persuade the people of God to look 
around them at circumstances, or at their 
own weakness and helplessness, already 
he will have gained a great victory. But 
though nearly the whole world is now 
engulfed in war, the Word of God has 
not changed, and He is still on the throne. 
We cannot understand all that is hap- 
pening, but there are some things we 
may know with certainty. (1) In spite 
of repeated calls to prayer, the United 
States has not officially humbled itself 
in repentance before God and sought His 
wisdom. Therefore it is not strange that 
we should be called upon to suffer. (2) 
Why should we expect to be exempt 
when our Christian brethren in many 
other lands, such as England, Belgium, 
China, and Korea, have had to endure 
untold sorrow and suffering? We ought 
not to “think it... strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
, though some strange thing happcned 
unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy” (1 
Pet. 4:12, 13). Not all of the trials we 
shall have to face can be called a part 
of “Chtist’s sufferings,” but the British 
Empire and the United States, and more 
recently China, are recognized as Chris- 
tian nations, and nominally at least these 
governments honor God and the Bible, 
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Treasures in the 
spoken.” He 
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has spoken to us through the 
Holy Scriptures. He fully in- 
spired the human writers of every book 
of the Bible. These authors used the 
very words that God directed them to 
write. They were Hebrew and Greek 
words. They are in truth the words of 
God. They are rich with meaning for 
the Christian worker who reverently 
and diligently examines them. 

In Boston, between the years 1870 and 
1895, Dr. A. J. Gordon preached the Gos- 
pel from a little Greek New Testament 
which was his constant companion and 
guide. In recent years his son, Ernest 
Gordon, has written for THe Sunpay 


and we are all together facing the pagan 
Axis Powers, who have blasphemously 
and openly repudiated God and Chris- 
tianity. (3) “But God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temp- 
tation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10: 
13). What comfort there is in such pas- 
sages as Psalm 46, with its wonderful 
opening words, “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble” 
(note the poem on this page). There is 
a blessing in any circumstance or trial 
that makes us feel our own weakness, 
throws us back upon God, and drives us 
to His Word for comfort. (4) And now, 
as never before, we should be “looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). We do 
not know when He is coming, but we 
know that He is coming. Let us not fall 
into the “error of the wicked,” and join 
the scoffers of the last days who say, 
“Where is the promise of his coming?” 
(2 Pet. 3:4.) Many know nothing of this 
Hope, and as the darkness deepens we 
are to “shine as lights in the world; hold- 
ing forth the word of life” (Phil. 2:15, 
16). Our Lord’s victory over all the 
forces of evil is absolutely sure, and the 
time may not be far distant when the ~ 
clouds will break, and the Lord Himself 
will come for His own, and to establish 
jpeace and order in this war-torn world. 


Greek Testament 


ScHoot Times his illuminating “Notes 
from a Layman’s Greek Testament.” 
These notes, bearing the same title, have 
now been published in a handsome vol- 
ume. The source book for these exposi- 
tions is the same Testament used for 
so many years by the author’s noted 
father. 

Mr. Gordon is known to Times readers 
through his frequent articles (many of 
which were unsigned editorials) and 
through the monthly “Survey of Re- 
ligious Life and Thought.” He is the 
author of several books. Outstanding 
among them is “The Leaven of the Sad- 
ducees,” which unmasks the nefarious 
working of Unitarianism in New Eng- 





1034 (2) * 


land. He is conversant with several 


European languages, and is an enthusi- 
astic student of the Greek New Testa- 
ment. 


In his Greek Testament notes he 
speaks with authority and devotion. 
It is the fruit of his own personal 
meditation on the Scriptures. It is 
an incidental commentary on selected 
passages from Matthew to Revelation. 
Introduced at various points are brief 
theological essays on such themes as the 
Virgin Birth, the Verbal Accuracy of 
Scripture, Genesis and the Gospel of 
John, and the Judah-Shiloh Motif in the 
Word. At the very threshold of the 
book there is a unique treatment of 
Isaiah as a prophetic program of New 
Testament history. There is new mate- 
rial here for the industrious Bible stu- 
dent. “The glory of the Lord shall he 
revealed,” says the prophet. “And we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,” answers the 
evangelist. 


As evidence that Daniel’s prophecy of 
seventy weeks is the binding link be- 
tween the Old and New Testaments, we 
are reminded that the prophetic-time 
announcement to Daniel was made by 
the angel Gabriel — the same messenger 
who foretold the incarnation to Mary. 
And Gabriel appears nowhere else in 
Scripture —as if to forge the link! 


Then when our Lord was born, the 
wise men came offering frankincense, the 
symbol of worship. Frankincense was 
reserved for the worship of Jehovah and 
of Him only, under penalty of death. 
Truly this is an early intimation of the 
deity of Christ. In the Gospel of Mark 
we are immediately introduced to the 
Son of God who is the Servant of Je- 
hovah. Entering fully into His work, 
He heals the deaf and dumb, and deals 
with the unbelieving Pharisees. In both 
cases Mr. Gordon points out the sig- 
nificant fact that our Lord sighed. “And 
looking up to heaven, he sighed [esten- 
azen], and saith . . . Ephphatha, that is, 
Be opened” (Mark 7:34). In Mark 8:12 
a stronger form of the same word (anas- 
tenazas) occurs, meaning “he sighed 
deeply.” Human suffering called forth 
a sigh from the Saviour, but unbelief 
a deeper one. The consequences of mere 
physical suffering are for this life only; 
those of unbelief pass into the next. 


There is a correspondence between the 
annunciations to Abraham in Genesis, 
and those to Mary in Luke. 


Genesis 12:1, 2 LuKe 1:28 
“Now the Lord had “And the angel... 
said ...I will bless. said ... blessed art 
eet cae’ RE 
Genesis 15:1 LuKe 1:30 
“Fear not, Abram “Fear not, Mary 


Genesis 17:7 
“And I will estab- “And he shall reign 
lish my covenant... . . for ever; and 
for an everlasting of his kingdom there 
covenant...” shall be no end.” 


LuKe 1:33 
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There is also a.certain parallel be- 
tween the Gospel of John and the Book 
of Genesis. They both begin with the 
same phrase, “In the beginning.” The 
third and fourth chapters of John paral- 
lel the second and third chapters of 
Genesis. In both there is a man and a 
woman. Christ taught the new birth in 
contradistinction to the Adamic birth. 
In Genesis 3 there is death; in John 3 
there is life. 

Many portions of the Old and New 
Testaments are interwoven. “Those 
things, which God before had shewed 
by the mouth of all his prophets” (Acts 
3:18). Observe, ‘it is “mouth,” not 
“mouths.” It is the united testimony 
that is emphasized here. Verse 21 reads, 
“Whom the heaven must receive until 
the times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth 


MatTHew 28:18-20 
“All power is given unto 


Romans 1:4, 5 
“Declared to be the Son of 
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of all his holy prophets.” Peter speaks 
first of the predicted sufferings, then of 
the predicted glory of Christ. In it all, 
there is just one concordant testimony 
of the prophets and apostles. 

In the last chapter of Acts we find 
these touching words: “Lest they should 
. . . understand with their heart, and 
should be converted, and I should heal 
them.” “Notice the change from the 
original of Isaiah 6:10, “and be healed.” 
It is as if the Lord Jesus were speaking 
in the first person, saying, “I should heal 
them.” It is as Joseph revealing him- 
self to his brethren. 

The Great Commission has _ been 
called in question as a late addition to 
the text. Yet in two passages in 
the Epistle to the Romans there 
are apparent allusions to this com- 
mission. 


Romans 16:25, 26 
“Now to him that is of 


..4.0%. God with power...” (v. 4) power...” (v. 25). 
“... teach all nations...” “. . . among all nations al . made known to all 
(v. 19) sve ae nations ...” (v. 26). 


(Continued on page 1048) 














NoTEsS ON OPEN LETTERS 








What Denomination Does 
the Times Represent? 


In recommending THe Sunpay ScHoor 
Times to different people of differ- 
ent faiths, I am often asked the question: 
“Who publishes it?” or people say, “It’s a 
Baptist paper,” or “a Presbyterian,” and 
so on. I tell them it doesn’t matter as to 
denominational relations. Incidentally I 
am a Methodist. Baptist friends often tell 
me it is edited by a Methodist, and Meth- 
odist friends often tell me it is gdétten out 
by a Baptist. But however that may be, 
all, or most all of us, regardless of creed, 
enjoy the Truges. However, I would like 
to have the facts in the matter and assure 
you it will not prejudice me in the least. 
—A Texas reader. 

“THe SuNDAY ScHOOL Times is an inter- 
national, interdenominational weekly 
journal for adults in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday school man- 
agement, and Christian life and service.” 
This statement was used during the life 
of Dr. Charles G. Trumbull as Editor, 
and it still expresses the aim and scope 
of THE Sunpay Scuoot Trmes. THE SuN- 
DAY SCHOOL TimMEs, which was established 


Number of Answers 
ee SD cc Susvdlnccesecdvedtesee 
276 Presbyterian 
— BRS ee 
479 Miscellaneous, made up of 27 
denominations, no one of 
which is more than 5.47% ... 
Ff Peer er eee 
53 didn’t answer 


1,500 


by the American Sunday-School Union 
in 1859, is now an independent corpora- 
tion, formed under the laws of the State 
of Pennsylvania in 1900. 

There are forty men and women in the 
business and editorial departments, com- 
posing room, press room, and mailing 
room, devoting full time to the corres- 
pondence, accounting, subscription lists, 
editing, printing, and mailing which are 
required every week to issue THE SuN- 
‘ay ScHooL Times and CurRISTIAN YOUTH. 
These forty persons include members of 
eight different denominations, and three 
independent groups. Denominational 
distinctions are seldom thought of in the 
editing and publishing of these two 
journals. 

A questionnaire consisting of thirty 
questions was sent to a cross section of 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes subscribers. Over 
fifteen hundred replies were received. 
One question consisted of two parts, as 
follows: “What church do you attend? 





What is the membership?” The an- 

swers were as follows: 

Total Average 

Membership Membership 

180,262 388 32.06% 

174,844 633 19.08 

82,120 360 15.76 
33.10 
100.00% 


° (Continued on page 1043) 
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The Harness Maker Becomes the Harness Wearer 


The suffering that man has brought upon himself 
by his self-imposed bondage 


By B. H. Shadduck, Ph.D. 














Tue Seconp LAW OF THE HARNESS 


E ability to make harness, if mis- 

used, may destroy the harness 

maker or his neighbors. Blessings 
may be turned into curses. 

What men call science will work for 
a bad man in a bad cause as well as 
for a good man in a good cause. Dyna- 
mite will blow up a rocky obstruction 
or a tenement building. Serfdom, slav- 
ery, military conquest, tyranny, and the 
plundering of nations may result from 
the misuse of harnessed forces. When 
God put man in the garden of Eden 
“to dress it and to keep it,” his task 
was no more burdensome than that of 
a woman tending her flowers. Then man 
sinned and became the sweat-wiper of 
the universe. Of all the creatures on 
earth, man is the only one who really 
toils, excepting, of course, the domestic 
animals that are compelled to toil. God 
made man a harness maker; sin has 


-made him a harness wearer. Some sixty 


centuries have gone by since man, bored 
by the restraints of God, believed the 
lying promise that disobedience to God 
would procure a more abundant life; 
and now, most of the race is in some 
degree of bondage to alcohol, narcotics, 
vice, debt, high taxes, dictators, task- 


‘masters, military service, racketeers, ex- 


tortionists, caste barriers, race prejudice, 
or physical disability. Even the Chris- 
tian who has been industrious, temper- 
ate, frugal, and law-abiding may reflect 
that nine-tenths of his taxes go to pay 
for someone’s bad behavior in the past, 
or to prevent someone’s bad behavior 
in the future. Sin is the worst enemy 
of liberty. How long will it take the 
nations to find it out? Civilization with- 
out God is only a veneer, and when this 
is‘ written (1941), that kind of civiliza- 
tion threatens to destroy itself and turn 
the world into ash heaps and rubble. 
Though modern destruction of women 
and children is far worse than that of 
Indian massacres, yet we have preserved 
some refinements of culture: the killers 
do not proudly display the scalps of 
their victims. 


SELF-IMPOSED BONDAGE 


Man suffers not only from the bondage 
imposed by others; he enslaves. himself 
by selling eternal opportunities to buy 
some hilarity for the dying shell of 
himself. The so-called “bum” who sleeps 
in a box car and begs from door to 
door is a slave or a symbol of liberty — 
it depends on your definitions. Of course, 
only a comparatively few people go so 
far with their “freedom,” but eventu- 


This is'the second of a brief series 
or articles, begun last week, in which 
Dr. Shadduck shows, in his unique 
way, how gracious and kind are 
God’s plans for man, and how fool- 
ish and sinful man is to rebel against 
God. Last week he told stories of 
“harnessing the moon,” a fire in a 
tank car, the woman who thought 
she knew how to run a barnyard, 
and the farm horse who did not like 
to be troubled by “the official board.” 
This week you will enjoy his par- 
able of the hound and the ram, and 
other illustrations from his own ex- 
perience. The series will continue 
next week. 








ally the hilarity-centered life loses its 
glamor, and then the next mistake is 
to blame unhappiness on the neighbors, 
the government, the selfishness of others, 
or bad luck. In some cases, folk won- 
der why God has not done better by 
them. 


THE PARABLE OF THE HOUND AND THE RAM 


I had a friend whose favorite sport 
was fox hunting. Being a man of some 
wealth, he longed to have a hound that 
was better than the dogs of other mem- 
bers of his clan. To get such a dog, he 
paid more money for a pup than it takes 
to keep a family in China for a year. 
This pup had a pedigree that was some- 
what better than that of his master. My 
friend assured me that if the pup knew 
how well-bred he was, he would not 
associate with his master’s family. It 
was a pedigree that promised perfect 
behavior—and that is some pedigree. 
When the pup was nearly full grown, 
my friend took him to train with other 
hounds on the trail of a fox. Very soon 
the young dog showed remarkable fox 
hunting ability, but to the dismay of 
his owner, he chased sheep. Every 
hunter knows that such a dog will make 
serious trouble for the hunters, and 
every woman who can read tea leaves 
could see an unhappy future for such 
a dog, if she knew it had wool between 
its teeth. 

My friend wished very much to save 
his dog from death and he hired a 
teacher for his dog. He bargained with 
a farmer to furnish a hilltop and a very 
large ram to be the teacher. The ram 
was blindfolded, and a rope was fastened, 
one end to the sheep harness, the other 
end to the dog’s collar. When the proper 
adjustments were made, the dog was 





released and the blindfold removed from 
the ram. The rain ran down the hill 
with the dog in hot pursuit, testifying 
to his hilarity with yelps of joy. It 
was a great race, with the dog winning, 
until the ram went one side of a brier 
patch and the dog on the other. When 
200 pounds of ram, plunging downhill, 
dragged that dog through the briers, the 
yelps of joy turned to howls of terror. 
Thereafter the dog, quite against his 
will, went rolling and bouncing down 
the hill, over stones and through briers, 
till at the bottom of the hill the ram 
jumped the fence and the dog didn’t. 
They carried him home and it was 
two weeks before he fully recovered. 
He never more had a hankering for 
sheep, and if by chance the fox trail 
went through a sheep pasture, the dog 
made a detour. 


Fortunate would it be for millions if 
when they harness sin for its thrills they 
found its thorns as speedily; but in most 
cases, by the time the sinner finds more 
thorns than thrills, he is convinced that 
something else is to blame. 


“Because sentence against an evil work 
is not executed speedily, therefore the 
heart of the sons of men is fully set 
in them to do evil” (Eccles. 8:11). 


THe TxHirD LAW OF THE HARNESS 


When a man uses harness, he must be 
in some measure yoked with the thing 
harnessed. Man is eager to harness other 
things, but he resorts to many devices 
to escape the restraints and discomforts 
of sharing the harness. 


Some years ago, I invited a dairyman 
to come to church. He replied: “Go to 
church? I can’t even go to a circus. I 
have sixty Holstein cows in the barn. 
I am janitor, butler, valet, waiter, doc- 
tor, and nurse. The neighbors think I 
own the cows; the cows think they own 
me. From four o’clock in the morning 
till ten at night, I leave the barn only 
to eat and take an afternoon nap on the 
couch.” 


So it is with other human contriv- 
ances. The driver of an automobile has 
meters, gauges, gadgets, road signs, and 
road conditions to watch. He must be 
a part of the ensemble or be a poor 
insurance risk. And then there are so 
many things to get out of order; man- 
made machines are not self-repairing as 
God’s creations are. I have been using 
my heart for many years, and it has 
never had anything done to it; well, 
nothing more than some romantic adjust- 


(Continued on page 1039) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 

















By Ernest Gordon 

















HE new vice-president of British 

Methodism is a layman, Lord 

Rochester, a successful businessman, 
prominent in public life, serving the 
state in many capacities, a local preacher 
of power. When he was yet in his teens 
he had built up a temperance organ- 
ization among young people of a thou- 
sand members with some 45 workers, 
and he has all his life been active as a 
Sunday school teacher. His induction 
address was a plea for evangelistic 
preaching: “Dialectical discourses along 
theological bypaths will lead us nowhere. 
...1 make no plea for emotionalism, but 
there are some harbor bars that can 
never be crossed except at high tide. 
... ‘This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent.’ 
. . . George Whitefield frequently spoke 
from the text, ‘Ye must be born again,’ 
and when someone asked him why he 
used that text so often he replied, ‘Be- 
cause ye must be born again.’ 


“Men are hungry for the truth; they 
are inquisitive about the riddle of life. 
... The first and greatest duty of the 
Church is to produce Christians. ... 
The answer to poorly attended churches 
is the church aflame. If the fire were 

’ started here we should expect it to 
spread. ‘It is unnecessary to announce 
a fire; it announces itself’... 


“All honor to those who are giving 
themselves unsparingly to feeding the 
hungry and clothing the needy. But 
none of these things will suffice of them- 
selves. It is God alone who satisfieth 
the longing soul, who has set a hunger 
for Himself in the souls of men. Let 
us look into the wondrous face of Jesus. 
‘There is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.’” 


Here, surely, is a new type of English 
lord! 


The Dallas (Texas) Theological Semi- 
nary, of which Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer 
is founder and president, is a faith in- 
stitution and, being without endowments, 
will never be overpowered by unbeliev- 
ing theology and turned against Christ. 
It looks to God alone for its temporal 
supplies and its needed spiritual bless- 
ings. During the seventeen years of its 
history, a loyal faculty and staff have 
entered heartily into this utter depend- 
ence on God for everything, and have 
joined in singing praises with gladness 


for the mercies of God. Students, also, 


have learned the lessons of faith, and 
behind the singing of the great hymns 


of faith is the daily experience of an- 
swered prayer. 


Occasionally a whole day is spent in 
prayer, all classes being dismissed for 
this purpose. A spiritual standard for 
admittance is sought as well as a scho- 
lastic one. There is also a course in the 
spiritual life in which the principles of 
spiritual living are explained. 

Every evening, on returning from the 
dining room, a fourth of the students 
are to be found in a prayer meeting and 
another fourth would be present were 
they not engaged in teaching Bible 
classes. Forty-two seminary students 
are teaching weekly classes, reaching 
about 850 young people in 56 different 
groups. Some two hundred graduates 
are serving on foreign mission fields, and 
over 450 have enrolled for courses of 
study during the past seventeen years, 

It is interesting to know that the Bib- 
liotheca Sacra, the theological quarterly 
of Andover Seminary in the great days 
of its existence, is now published by 
Dallas Seminary. 


Southern Baptists are loyal evangeli- 
cals, and the Lord is blessing them. Their 
handbook for 1938 states (p. 346) that, 
in the twenty years preceding, Southern 
Baptist Sunday schools had a net gain 
of 1,347,189, while the other nine main 
denominations had a net gain of 873,208. 
That is to say, in the last twenty years 
Southern Baptists have had a half mil- 
lion more people to come into their Sun- 
day schools than the other nine large 
denominations of the nation. 

In Louisiana, Baptists face difficulties 
unknown to Baptist work in other states, 
yet in this Romanist state their growth 
has been remarkable. In 1890 there was 
but one white Baptist to every 47.2 per- 
sons, in 1912 one white Baptist to every 
28 persons, in 1940 one to every 12.4 per- 
sons,—an absolute advance from 23,661 
white Baptists to 190,000 in Louisiana. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
Gerard A. Bailly was an Englishman, 
and as a young man worked at the dia- 
mond cutter’s trade. In California -he 
came under the influence of an evange- 
list of the Christian and Missionary ‘Al- 
liance and was commissioned to go to 
Porto Rico. In 1897 he was transferred 
to Venezuela as a pioneer, and here he 
worked for forty years. Although never 
a paid employee of the American Bible 
Society he became its right-hand man in 
that country, and trained many of its 
most capable and useful colporteurs, 
among them Aristides Diaz, leader of a 


remarkable piece of work that has de- 
veloped from Bible reading alone. For 
the past few years at their annual as- 
sembly more than a thousand believers 
have gathered during Easter week in 
the San Fernando de Apure River region 
of the Orinoco basin. The Gospel has 
penetrated into hundreds of places 
among these sparsély settled regions, sel- 
dom entered by a foreigner. 

Mr. Bailly was surrounded by a group 
of men and women missionaries who fol- 
lowed him with almost blind devotion. 
Out of his work has grown the Orinoco 
River Mission. In 1914 he established 
the Hebron Bible Institute on a large 
tract of land near Caracas, to train 
leaders for a national church. Out of 
this came pastors and colporteurs of 
Bible Societies. 

One of his sons followed his father 
in mission work. The other graduated 
with honors from the Pasadena School 
of Technology and is now one of the out- 
standing geologists of Venezuela, work- 
ing for a great oil company. He sup- 
ported his father for several years and 
co-operated in his mission. When the 
father died he arranged for a ten thou- 
sand dollar annuity with the American 
Bible Society in the name of his father. 

In that day when He makes up His 
jewels, there will be many shaped and 
polished by the spiritual diamond cutter, 
Gerard Bailly. 


A new method for interesting church 
members and making them religiously 
intelligent is described by Norman Mc- 
Pherson in the Message. This was a 
reading contest in a village church. The 
pastor put at the disposal of the people 
one hundred of his choicest books, and 
a few others were loaned by members. 
Twa captains were enlisted and all 
readers were entered in two teams, the 
Reds and the Blues. The church had a 
resident membership of 131 and before 
the close of the contest eighty of them 
were readers. When the competition 
closed, one side.had made 70,000 points, 
that is, had read 70,000 pages; the other, 
72,000. The losing side gave the winners 
a supper. 

What kind of books were read? Mis- 
sionary and general Christian biography; 
books of devotion; books on prophecy, 
on science, and the Bible; and Christian 
fiction. The lives of Goforth, Paton, 


Charles Studd, Spurgeon; “Something 
Happened,” by M. Cable and E. and F. 
French; “Hudson Taylor and the China 
Inland Mission”; Pearson’s “The Monk 
Who Lived Again”; Miss Mayo’s “Mother 
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India”; and scores of others were among 
those used in the contest. 


What an enrichment such a single 
campaign must make to torpid and un- 
informed Christians! Sunday school and 
church libraries are largely a thing of 
the past.. Here is a substitute for them 
until they return. 


The astonishing volte-face implied in 
“a New Testament in every Catholic 
home” is made clear by Pastor Giguere’s 
experience. He tells us how amazed he 
was when he found that purgatory was 
not mentioned in the New Testament, 
not even in a Roman Catholic version. 
He tells us that Catholics generally be- 
lieve that the Bible is a Protestant book, 
pernicious and not to be read. Priests 
learn Bible history in seminaries, but 
nothing about the Bible being the Word 
of God. He was amazed on going to 
a Protestant church to discover that 
Protestants worshiped God and prayed 
to Him. Also that none insulted the 
“blessed Virgin.” After becoming a 
Protestant minister he was visited by 
the Superior of a great convent who 
sought to win him back to Rome. He 
spent four hours, Bible in hand, telling 
her the story of God’s love in Christ. 
Her only reply was that her priest had 
forbidden her to read that book, and, 
. because she obeyed, she was the hap- 
piest woman in the world. 


Again, while still a Catholic, he had 
asked a prominent political leader how 
he could stand the sermon of his ex- 
tremely ignorant priest. He answered: 
“My priest has been appointed by Rome; 
his teachings are from Rome; I. have 
only to obey and be satisfied with my 
catechism, my prayer book, and my 
beads.” The Bible was unknown to him, 
yet he was a successful opponent of one 
of Canada’s greatest political leaders. 


Pastor Giguere says that many priests 
are unhappy and restless. Large num- 
bers of French Canadians, Catholic still, 
are yet anxious to hear the Gospel. He 
has a Sunday morning prayer meeting 
with 70 in attendance, an afternoon Sun- 
day school of 100, an evening mission 
meeting with from 100 to 300 present, 
a Tuesday night prayer meeting of 70 
again, a Thursday night Bible class with 
150 present, and a spiritual clinic on 
Tuesday and Friday from 2 to 5 p: m, 
(9801 Chambord St., Montreal, Can.). 


In Portuguese Prisons.—A Portuguese 
Christian writes in World Dominion of 
his work in Portuguese jails. The pros- 
perous testimony in the prisons of Coim- 
bra and Oporto has come to a standstill 
because of fanatical Roman Catholic op- 
position. In the Lisbon prison for 
women, too, where Madame Mathez of 
Action Biblique was carrying on a most 
heartening work with weekly Bible talks 
attended by some twenty-five women, 
Roman Catholic opposition has reduced 
attendance to three. (“Ye neither go in 
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that 
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are entering to go in”—Matt. 23:13.) 
Elsewhere things are better. In the 
Limoeiro Prison, the chief one of Lisbon, 
Mr. Freire preaches .every Tuesday at 
6 p. m., and by this means many thou- 
sands of men have heard the Gospel. 
So in the Monsanto jail, the largest in 
the country. “Each Wednesday I hold 
a service, at which the numbers present 
have gone on steadily increasing until 
now the attendance is three hundred and 
not infrequently more.” In this last jail 
only about a third of the prisoners have 
employment. They are herded together, 
sixty to eighty in each of the large cells, 
a demoralizing condition of things.” In 
the Lisbon prison Mr. Freire is allowed 
to visit prisoners, but only on their re- 
quest. These written requests are often 
suppressed by Roman Catholic chaplains 
and never reach Mr. Freire. But at 
times the seed brings forth fruit. 
“Lately at a convention in the north of 
Portugal I had the pleasure of meeting 
an ex-convict who had cycled a very 
long way to be there. He is a truly con- 
verted man, who has secured a sound 
knowledge of the Bible, and is now 
preaching the Gospel in a number of 
hamlets in the neighborhood of Aveiro. 
He was converted through my visiting 
him in the Lisbon penitentiary when he 
was under the sentence of murder.” 


In Brazilian Diamond Camps.—How 
many faithful servants of Jesus Christ 
are carrying out His last marching or- 
der in remote and difficult places! J. 
D. Rees of Poxoreo, Brazil, tells of a 
diamond rush to a neighboring river, the 
Jahcu. A great diamond had been found 
there which sold for $10,000. Immedi- 
ately hundreds of miners packed their 
tools and made for Jahcu, on foot, on 
muleback, on horseback. Mr. Rees fol- 
lowed with two of his believers. The 
weather was terribly hot. Sixty huts 
had been set up on quickly cleared land. 
All was peaceful untii the saloonkeeper 
arrived with his wares, which soon 
brought quarrels and disputes. Mr. Rees, 
however, made the following encourag- 
ing report: “We had a splendid meet- 
ing. I told them the story of the Prodi- 
gal Sons which was greeted with much. 
confirming head-shaking and exclama- 
tions of ‘Yes! Yes!’ as the story pro- 
ceeded with its embroidery of present- 
day applications. We closed the meeting, 
but sat for a long time talking and 
explaining more minutely the way of 
salvation, and answering questions. The 
Bibles we brought were immediately sold 
out. There are many of these diamond 
camps within a radius of eighty miles, 
and we are looking forward to the dry 
season when traveling will be easier.” 


Reaching Jungle Folk.—The first mis- 
sionary of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance reached French Indo-China 
thirty years ago. There are now 71 
churches in Annam, 57 in Tonquin, and 
75 in Cochin China. Total membership 
12,167. What hath God wrought! 
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This mission is now stretching out ‘to 
reach the jungle folk northward and 
westward. There are perhaps a million 
of these mountain tribespeople. The 
Tho tribe in northern Tonkin was first 
reached; then the jungle Mois, the Mu- 
ongs in Tonkin, and the Phongs in Cam- 
bodia. Followed work among the Raday, 
the Black Thai, the White Thai, the 
Khaleus of Central Annam, the great 
Cham people, the tribesmen of the Xuan- 
Lac area of Cochin China. In’ Luang 
Prabang are 150 Christians of the Kham- 
oo tribe. This year an Annamese native 
missionary has gone to the Pokoh tribe, 
another tried, native worker to the great 
Jarai tribe in South-Central Annam. 
Other waiting tribes are the Stiengs of 
Cochin China, the Banhar, the Sedang, 
and the Katu tribes, Kha groups in Laos, 
and the grea Meo tribe on the Tonkin- 
Laos borderland. 


“Our tribes work is most encouraging. 
There are open hearts in the jungle. 
This year 81 Man tribesmen, 25 Khaleus, 
3 Muong, 24 Rhad, 52 Dalat Moi, and 12 
Moi from Djiring were baptized. Hun- 
dreds more have confessed Christ but 
have not yet been baptized. Their 
homes are in such inaccessible places 
that it is hard to check up to see if 
there is a real change in their lives. At 
a recent fete in Banmethuot, when 630 
Raday chiefs renewed their allegiance to 
the French Government, it rejoiced our 
hearts to see four or five Christian chief- 
tains in the group. This year ten stu- 
dent preachers from the Dalat Bible 
School were given parishes in the jun- 
gle, several villages in each, where the 
people have themselves built chapels and 
whence the Gospel is penetrating deeper 
and deeper into jungle fastnesses. 

“There are now Christians in thirty 
of the fifty villages around Khesanh, 
where our Annamese missionary is not 
only evangelizing but has translated the 
Gospel of Mark into the Khaleu lan- 
guage.” 


Miss Gladys Dieterle of The Door of 
Hope, Shanghai, and her associates, win 
their victory on their knees. She has 
written recently: 

“Often the hour is twelve or one, even 
three or four o’clock in the early morn- 
ing, but somehow our spirits are not 
“weary and our bodies are not tired. As 
we see before us another one of His 
blood-bought ones in whom He has tri- 
umphed gloriously over all the power 
which held her more or less captive be- 
cause of secret friendship with the world, 
the flesh, or the Devil, the joy of the 
Lord is our strength and exceeds all 
weariness of the body which otherwise 
would naturally be ours. ' 


“It is with deep gratitude that w 
see these precious ones kept by the power 
of God by faith, their bodies cleansed 
temples .of God, having become houses 
of prayer, indwelt by Jesus Christ, their 
Emancipator. 

“Many have become great lovers of the 
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Bible and are walking in light (nothing 
hidden) and in love (no grudge, no 
judging spirit). They are a joy to us 
and we are intimately united in spirit. 
The hours of fellowship which we at 
times spend together with the Word, 
each giving that which she has received 
from the Lord, are hours in which we 
realize the fulfillment of Christ’s prayer 
to the Father in John 17, ‘That the love 
wherewith thou hast loved me may be 
in them, and I in them.’” 


The Scandinavians were once heathen. 
The word used in proposing healths at 
a banquet is skaal (“your health”). It 
has an ominous resemblance to the Eng- 
lish word “skull,” and one wonders 
whether it might not hark back to a 
time when Viking wassailers drank their 
toasts of mead out of human skulls. Be 
this as it may, a similar use of skulls 
is found in present-day heathenism. A 
writer in China’s Millions, Miss Ward, 
gives an illustration from her post in 
Kansu: 


“Tibetans have come to the hospital 
for treatment and have brought their 
sorcerer with them to keep away any 
of the ‘foreign demons.’ He is almost 
uncanny in appearance. Maybe we can 
watch him eat his supper. He does not 
use forks as we, not chopsticks as the 
Chinese, but licks his food out of the 
top of a human skull which serves as 
a bowl. His pipe is made of the leg 
bone of an ancestor. These people are 
very bitter toward the Gospel. Few are 
saved, and these few are in constant dan- 
ger of their lives.” 


And from the Solomon Islands Mr. 
Finger writes that he has been “patrol- 
ling for Christ” in Central Makira for 
two months. In one place he found the 
people worshiping a human skull. The 
fruit of their worship is found all about: 
people dying with pneumonia in these 
lovely tropical isles, others covered with 
yaws, crippled, emaciated, dirty, un- 
kempt, with running sores. They sit on 
dirty leaves and chew betel nut and lime 
until their mouths run with red slime. 
They are under the tyranny of a blind 
witch doctor and the spirits of evil, to 
whom they offer nuts at each doorway. 


But even here are those who are wor- 
shiping the Prince of Life, and are ex- 
periencing His emancipating power and 
with and in them a Church is slowly 
rising. 

In Northern Lands.—Forty years ago Ad- 
miral Peary advised the U. S. Government 
to purchase Greenland from Denmark. 
Since then the land has become a step- 
ping stone for aviators, being only a few 
hundred miles from Canada and a like 


distance from Iceland which, in turn, 
is but 700 miles from England. The 
Danish Government has treated the 
Greenlanders with great consideration. 
It has kept out undesirable elements 
which might destroy them with liquor 
and the concomitant diseases. Before 
the Reformation the Greenlanders paid 
Pegter’s pence regularly in walrus hides 
and ivory. The saint and apostle, Dr. 
Hans Egede, however, was the real 
builder of Christianity in the remote 


and barren land. He was a Danish Luth-. 


eran. The churches are now well at- 
tended, and the ministers are pure- 
blooded Eskimos. 


Lieutenant Commander Donald B. 
MacMillan, famous Arctic explorer, is 
a great friend of the Eskimos of Labra- 
dor. He speaks of their rapid dying out, 
adding: “Here is a significant fact. Not 
a living Eskimo will be found until you 
see the white spires of a Moravian 
church, and they will be the survivors of 
a struggle against the vices and diseases 
of civilization, a battle of 170 years, with 
these devoted Moravians leading.” He 
says the polar Eskimos are far healthier 
than those of Labrador, their teeth being 
as white and strong as those of polar 
bears. But in Labrador Eskimo teeth 
have gone to pot. In his clinic more 
than 2,000 were extracted in a brief time. 

This has important connotations. Man’s 
civilization is as rotten as the caries of 
his teeth. Its course is downward to 
humiliating decay. Unitarian notions as 
to the greatness of man and the per- 
fectibility of his society are indeed but 
notions, unsupported theorizing. 


A Prison Visitor.—Fifty years ago died 
an aged saint who was born nearly a 
century before that, in 1792. Her name 
was Louise Dumas, As a younger woman 
she showed remarkable independence 
and ability, taking examination after ex- 
amination when girls in general never 
dreamed of doing such a thing. She was 
for twenty years one of the best-known 
professors of languages in Paris. 

Then came the Réveil, the revival, and 
her Christian awakening. She was 
brought in touch with Elizabeth Fry, and 
organized with her an association of 
charitable women to visit French prisons. 
For half a century she continued this 
work. Her words were: “I hope to 
succeed in giving not merely a tenth to 
the Lord, but nine-tenths to His poor 
creatures.” This she literally did, open- 
ing her own apartments to the sick and 


‘the poor, raising orphans, teaching in 


schools of charity without salary, but 
consecrating most of her time to visiting 
and succoring poor and degraded women 
in the prisons, especially in Saint-Lazare. 


December 20, 1941 


These she evangelized and aided in every 
way possible. She bore them on her 
heart at night as well. “Sleepless. nights 
are not tedious for me; I have so many 
people to pray for.” She continued in 
Christian work to the very end of her 
long life of 99 years. ‘ 

Such a career should have recognition 
at funerals. She would have nothing of 
it: no flowers, no church obsequies, no 
word of eulogy. She asked that even 
her name should not be mentioned. “How 
beautiful this Huguenot piety,” says her 
biographer, “which glorifies God in His 
sovereignty and insists on the nothing- 
ness of the creature.” 

I noticed among recent book reviews 
that of a new volume on Augustine, Ber- 
nard, and Francis. It was by a Protes- 
tant. He insisted that the day of the 
saint is over. What a notion! 


The debt of Judaism to Christianity 
is propounded by B. C. Goldberg, a 
prominent Jewish journalist of New 
York. In the New York Jewish Day he 
quotes Dr. Klausner to the effect that 
Jews have never been able to survive 
as a living, creative organism in any part 
of the world save where Christianity is 
dominant. “Both in China and India, 
where there were once large Jewish 
communities and where they were not 
persecuted but on the contrary given 
every opportunity to live their own lives, 
Jews became spiritually atrophied and 
vanished from the scene. Only where 
Gentiles believe in the Bible and where 
the Bible is part of the dominant culture 
have Jews been able to carry on their 
existence as Jews.” So he insists that 
Jews must stand shoulder to shoulder 
with Christians for the defense of jus- 
tice and brotherliness. 

We want them to kneel side by side 
before the Messiah, Christ Jesus, the 
source of all justice, brotherliness, and 
pre-eminently, of all forgiveness for sin. 


From France.—Roger de Visme calls 
on French Protestants to bestir them- 
selves in this time of national humilia- 
tion. “To us is entrusted the task of 
restoring the religious and moral life 
of France. This is not the enthusiasm 
of a beginner but of one who has had 
thirty years of pastoral experience. I 
have known a church ninety per cent 
of. the membership of which came to us 
from Catholicism! I have known an- 
other with fifty per cent of ex-Catholics, 
and the church which is now in my care 
in Paris counts thirty per cent ex-Cath- 
olics. This is not unusual. Thousands 
of our compatriots feel a strong sym- 
pathy for Protestantism. Some over- 


come all obstacles and join our churches 


and entrust their children to us.” 

This story of a French woman who 
was converted through a tract from a 
passing auto is apposite. She travels on 
a motorcycle selling stockings, thread, 
and so forth. Now she handles New 
Testaments as well, making a gift of 
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a spool of thread to any woman who 
promises to read it through. She is 
writing for more copies to sell in a camp 
of 600 French soldiers near her village 
who are homesick, weary, and have 
nothing to read. 


The Lutheran Radio Hour has been 
going on for five years and now is car- 
ried over 127 stations of the Mutual Sys- 
tem with 100 stations here and abroad 
carrying electrical transcriptions. Such 
is listener-interest that more than 200,000 
letters were received during the last 
season, as many as 12,500 in one week. 
A Braille department has been estab- 
lished to handle the increasingly large 
volume of mail coming from blind lis- 
teners, and the services of linguists are 
in constant need because of the many 
letters from listeners in foreign language 
groups. Correspondents range from per- 
sons high in the social, industrial, and 
political world to prisoners in many 
penal institutions, miners, and trappers 
on the frontier, and men and women 
with difficult life problems. The speaker, 
Walter A. Maier, Ph.D., is a graduate 
of Harvard and professor of Semitic lan- 
guages in Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, a man of unswerving loyalty to 
the Word and the Gospel of grace. 

Deeper Life Conferences, held on the 
Mission Farm at Medicine Lake, Minn., 
are also sponsored by the Lutherans. 
These conferences are sponsored by a 
small group of Lutheran ministers, some 
of whom have been converted since en- 
tering the ministry. It is a center of 
revival in these parts. 


Brief Notes 


No city in the world has the under- 
ground protection from air bombing 
equal to that of Jerusalem. These are 
the so-called quarries of Solomon, vast in 
extent, which are being prepared rapidly 
for the accommodation of the inhabitants 
of the city. 


There is an evangelical radio, “the 
Evangelical Voice of Brazil,” operating 
in that vast South American country. In 
connection with one Brazilian church, 
says World Dominion, is a dispensary on 
the labels of whose medicine bottles is 
printed: “They that are whole need no 
physician, but they that are sick. I came 
not to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.” 


The People’s Church, Toronto, of 
which Dr. Oswald Smith is pastor, has 
a missionary society of its own which 
subsidizes workers of other societies in 
Africa, Alaska, Australia, China, Canada, 
French Indo-China (18 native evangel- 
ists), Netherlands East Indies (10 native 
evangelists), Solomon Islands, South 
America, and the West Indies. Since 
1929, when it was founded (the “crash” 
year), it has raised $356,303 for missions. 


Tsinghai is a new province of China, 
carved out of Tibet. The Mohammedan 
governor-general has recently pro- 
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claimed religious liberty in his new do- 
main. He does this to break up the 
stranglehold of Buddhist Lamaism. He 
is also carrying on an inténsive cam- 
paign against illiteracy, which may 
prove even more devastating to Tibetan 
Buddhism. 
4 


The Harness Maker Becomes the 
Harness Wearer 
(Continued from page 1035) 


ments, but a score of times I have had 
trouble with an automobile engine. How 
often I have been willing to be helped 
by an automobile and even more willing 
to escape doing anything disagreeable 
for it. 

On a recent speaking tour, the trans- 
portation committee arranged for me to 
ride between “settlements” with a young 
woman who was a rural missionary. 
They accepted her offer to make the 
drive because I was to cross her field 
of labor, and she knew the roads. Now 
it seems that the cars of rural mission- 
aries are not nearly so good as those of 
liquor dealers. I do not mean to speak 
disrespectfully of the car, but the mis- 
sionary, who knew it better than I did, 
suggested that we engage in prayer be- 
fore we started. The farther that car 
went that night, the more I was con- 
vinced that it was accustomed to being 
prayed for. Service stations were few 
and far between, and I said to the iis- 
sionary, “What do you do when some- 
thing goes wrong with the car, and there 
is no service station near?” 

She replied, “When there is no man in 
the car, a wornan driver only needs to 
get out and standin the road looking 
as despondent as possible. Some pass- 
ing motorist will always help her.” 

“But there is a man in this car,” I said, 
“and I am wearing my very best clothes. 
Even if I had the garments of a me- 
chanic, I am not a mechanic.” 

She agreed that if anything went 
wrong, I could get over the fence and 
hide in the bushes until the car was 
fixed. I have known pastors who would 
have fared better if they could have 
hidden some parishioners in the bushes, 
and sometimes it would work well the 
other way. How many nominal Chris- 
tians in trouble would get help from God 
and perhaps the neighbors, but for hin- 
dering companionships, I have related 
this incident to lead up to the next phase 
of the discussion. 


THE HARNESSING OF MATERIAL ForRCcES 
_Is Not ENovuGH 


A thousand times I have felt that I 
needed the help of one of whom His 
disciples said, “The winds and the sea 
obey him.” In all ages men have found 
that harnessing material things and 
forces was not enough to meet the deeper 
needs of humanity. Man has a sense 
of the supernatural, and in times of dan- 
ger, suffering, sorrow, and remorse, hu- 
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man contrivances are woefully inade- 
quate. It has been urged that if there 
is po God, ‘there is urgent need to invent 
one. J am not so sure of that. Most 
of the invented gods are cruel swindles. 
The inventors cannot be trusted to im- 
pose disagreeable restraints on them- 
selves, though they may victimize others. 
When a religion worships sacred mon- 
keys and‘ enslaves women you may be 
sure that either the monkeys or the men 
invented. it. It is characteristic of an- 
cient religions other than that of the 
Bible that women were put on the level 
of domestic animals or below. In some 
cases, a girl baby was considered a mis- 
fortune or at best a chattel. It would 
be difficult to name an ancient religion 
that required continuous decency on the 
part of the men. It is true that some 
more recent custom-built creeds imitate, 
in theory, Christian standards. 

Man SEEKS To HARNESS THE SUPERNATURAL 

If man would harness the power of 
God, he must not ignore the laws of the 
harness. He must understand what God 
is for and against; he must fear the dis- 
pleasure of God; he must seek to* work 
with God. 

Because men are irked by restraint, 
bored by piety, or bent on a program 
of their own, they go shopping for gods. 
More people than suspect it go after a 
bargain-counter religion or one that has 
been marked down. They want a re- 
ligion that offers the most indulgence 
here, and the easiest readjustment here- 
after. And so we find multitudes rely- 
ing on everything from prayer wheels 
to totem poles; from medium to medi- 
cine man; from witch doctor to itch doc- 
tor (2 Tim. 4:3). Sin neutralizers and 
god fixers will not lack followers, if 
they offer indulgence here and some sort 
of pleasant surprise in the hereafter. 

Tue GREAT SWINDLE 

Millions of people have invested their 
time and eternity in the swindles of 
Baal, Dagon, Chemosh, Rimmon, Molech, 
Diana, or other gods that the Bible clas- 
sifies as “abominations” (1 Kings 13:7). 
Far more people than are now living 
have been promised a celestial harem 
with angel-like wives, or have been ter- 
rorized with the fear that they might 
live again as bugs, or bats, or buzzards. 
If you think such conditions are possible 
only among the ignorant, it would amaze 
you to discover what widely divergent 
and bizarre religions can incubate in a 
university atmosphere. The Negro spir- 
itual, “Everybody talk about Heaven 
ain’t goin’ there,” may not be grammati- 
cally correct, but the logic of its mean- 
ing is obvious. 

(To be continued next week) 
pd 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 4. THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS: Matthew, Mark, Luke 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 1:1, 17; Mark 1:1, 14, 15; Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-5 


Golden Text.—Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.—1 Tim. 1:15 














Kinc James VERSION 


Matt. 1:1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son 
of David, the son of Abraham. 


17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations; and from David until the carrying away into Baby- 
lon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into 
Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations. 


Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. : 

14 Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 

15 And saying, The time ic fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

Luke 1:1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth 
in order a declaration of those things which are most surely 
believed among us, 

2 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the begin- 
ning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 

3 It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding 
of. all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, 
most excellent Theophilus, 

4 That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast been instructed. 


Acts 1:1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of 
all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 

2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through 
the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom 
he had chosen: 

3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by 
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speak- 
ing of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 

4 And; being assembled together with them, Commanded them 
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 

5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 1:11The book of the *generation of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham. 

17 So all the generations from Abraham unto David are four- 
teen generations; and from David unto the *carrying away to 
Babylon fourteen generations; and from the “carrying away to 
Babylon unto the Christ fourteen generations. 

Mark 4:1 The beginning of the ‘ gospel of Jesus Christ, ® the 
Son of God. 


14 Now after John was delivered up, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the ‘* gospel of God, 15 and saying, The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe in 
the ‘ gospel. 


Luke 1:1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to draw 
up a narrative concerning those matters which have been ®* ful- 
filled among us, 2 even as they delivered them unto us, who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, 
3 it seemed good to me also, having traced the course of all 
things accurately from the first, to write unto thee in order, most 
excellent Theophilus; 4 that thou mightest know the certainty 
concerning the 7things ®* wherein thou wast instructed. 


Acts 1:1 The *former treatise I made, O Theophilus, concern- 
ing all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, 2 until the 
day in which he was received up, after that he had given com- 
mandment through the Holy Spirit unto the apostles whom he 
had chosen: 3 to whom he also “showed himself alive after his 
passion by many proofs, appearing unto them by the space of 
forty days, and speaking the things concerning the kingdom of 
God: 4 and, “being assembled together with them, he charged 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise 
of the Father, which, said he, ye heard from me: 5 for John 
indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized “in the 
Holy Spirit not many days hence. 


1Or, The genealogy of Jesus Christ. *Or, birth: as in v. 18. 
®Or, removal to Babylon. ‘4 Or, good tidings: and so elsewhere. 
®Some ancient authorities omit the Son of God. *Or, fully 
established. 7Gr., words. *Or, which thou wast taught by 
word of mouth. °Gr., first. %Gr., presented. “Or, eating 
with them. "Or, with. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


OR this quarter of the year we are 
F to be occupied with a study of the 

life of Christ, as set forth in what 
are commonly called the Synoptic Gos- 
pels. Matthew, Mark, and Luke are thus 
distinguished from John, in that while 
the latter deals more with the spiritual 
teaching of our Lord, the other three 
give us orderly accounts of His life and 
ministry, culminating in His death and 
resurrection. They are three independ- 
ent records in the sense that none copies 
from another, but each writer gives what 
was impressed upon his mind by the 
Holy Spirit of God. To each was given 
the happy task of setting forth some 
special aspect of the person and work 
of Jesus. Matthew presents Him as the 
promised Messiah, the King of Israel. 


Mark sets forth the wonder-working Son 
of God, who had stooped in grace to 
become the divine-human Servant of 
God and man. Luke was chosen to 
depict Christ as the perfect Man, in 
whose life we see all that man should 
be for God. Taken all together, the 
three synoptic writers give us a very 
complete portrait of Jesus as He moved 
among the men and in the scenes of His 
earthly life. 


The Historical Setting 


We have no means of knowing exactly 
when the Gospels were written, nor 
which was the earliest. They are three 
independent witnesses. All were in cir- 
culation before John wrote, in the last 
part of the first Christian century. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 1:1—“Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham.” Matthew 
begins with the genealogy of our Lord 
from Abraham to Joseph. But this was 


not the bloodline. It was the royal line, 
however, and carried with it the throne 
rights. As son of Abraham, our Lord 
is the promised Seed in whom all nations 
of the world shall be blessed (Gen. 22: 
18). As son of David, He is the King, 
who is to reign in righteousness upon 
David’s throne (Isa. 9:6, 7). His actual 
descent from David was through His 
mother, Mary, who was the daughter of 
Heli, but was married to Joseph before 
her holy child was born, thus giving 
Him legal, full title to the throne, though 
the curse upon Jeconiah (Jer. 22:30) 
would have precluded His occupancy of 
it, had He actually been the son of 
Joseph. e 


Verse 17.—“All the generations.” This 
verse epitomizes the genealogy, dividing 
it into three groups of fourteen genera- 
tions each. In order to do this, certain 
names are omitted and in the last in- 
stance Mary’s name has to be counted 
to make fourteen, unless, as others have 
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.. verse one’s attitude. 


Lesson for January 4 


suggested, we are to consider the birth 
of Jesus as the thirteenth and the sec- 
ond coming of Christ as the fourteenth. 

Mark 1:1.—“The beginning of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
In this way Mark introduces his record 
of the Saviour, whose coming into the 
world was the start of the “good news.” 
In Him we have the Gospel personified. 
He is God’s gift to a world of sinners. 
Though He took the servant’s place, He 
was, as to the mystery of His person, the 
Son of God. 


Verse 14.—“Preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God.” This was the aspect 
of the Gospel specially suited to the 
times. It was good news indeed to know 
that God was now ready to set up His 
Kingdom on the earth, a Kingdom which 
men only enter by new birth (John 3:5). 


Verse 15.—“The time is fulfilled.” The 
prophet Daniel had predicted that Mes- 
siah would appear at the close of a spe- 
cified period of time (Dan. 9). That 
time was now fulfilled and Jesus came 
to proclaim the near approach of God’s 
Kingdom. He called upon the people of 
Israel to “repent ... and believe the 
gospel.” In this way they would prove 
themselves worthy of that Kingdom in 
which they were offered a place. To 
repent is to change the mind—to re- 
Instead of pride 
and self-sufficiency, they were called to 
humility and self-abnegation, that as 
confessed sinners they might receive in 
faith the message of grace, and open 
their hearts to the King whom God had 
sent for the blessing of Israel and the 
world. 


Luke 1:1.—“Those things which are 
most surely believed among us.” Luke 
was not a disciple of Jesus in the days 
of His flesh. He writes, under divine 
inspiration, as one converted after 
Christ’s resurrection through the testi- 
mony of others. He knew the facts con- 
cerning our Lord’s virgin birth, His holy 
life, vicarious death, and triumphant 
power over the grave, and was led of 
God to set forth these facts in an orderly 
way. 

Verse 2—“Them . . . which from the 
beginning were eyewitnesses.” Luke had 
consulted with many who had known 
Jesus during the years of His ministry 
and had heard their testimony. This 
would include, not only the apostles, 
nearly all of whom were still living, but 
others also who were thoroughly familiar 
with the facts. 

Verse 3.—‘Most excellent Theophilus.” 
The third Gospel is dedicated to one who 
held a prominent position under the Ro- 
man government. The title given by 
Luke implies that Theophilus was set 
over a province or district. He was evi- 
dently either already a believer or one 
seeking the truth. Out of that “perfect 
understanding of all things from the very 
first,’ Luke wrote his Gospel, that this 
official might be thoroughly persuaded 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Last Week’s Lesson 
13. December 28.—The Christian’s Hope. 
Matthew 25:31-46; John 14:1-6; 2 
Corinthians 5:1-10; 2 Timothy 4:6- 
8; 1 Peter 1:3-9; Revelation 22:1-5 


First Quarter, 1942 
1, January 4.—The Synoptic Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke. Matthew 1:1, 
17; Mark 1:1, 14, 15; Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-5 
2. January 11.—The Infancy and Boy- 
hood of Jesus. Matthew 1, 2; Luke 1, 2 
3. January 18.—John the Baptist and 
Jesus. 
Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22 
4, January 25.—The Temptation of Jesus. 
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12, 13; 
Luke 4:1-13 








of the truth of the Gospel, which is in- 
separable from belief in the person and 
work of its Founder. 


Verse 4—‘“The certainty of those 
There were too many living 
witnesses who could corroborate every 
detail of the story for anyone to deny 
the truthfulness of their testimony. 
Christian faith rests, not upon legendary 
tales, but upon positive facts which have 
been well authenticated. : 
Acts 1:1—“The former treatise.” This 
refers to the Gospel of Luke. The Book 
of Acts is really Volume Two of the 
story of Jesus and continues the record 
from where the Gospel leaves off. It 
is the story of the risen and ascended 
Christ, acting through the Spirit, in the 
gathering out of the Church. Observe 
that no title is now given to “Theophi- 
lus.” He may have resigned his office 
or been dismissed because of his Chris- 
tian testimony. The Gospel dealt with 
what “Jesus began both to do and 
teach.” Notice that doing comes before 
teaching. It is fatal to reverse the order. 


Verse 2.—‘He was taken up.” Four 
times in this chapter we get this expres- 
sion (see vs. 9, 11, 22). The ascension 
was after He had given commandments 
concerning His great program for world- 
evangelization (v. 8). 


Verse 3.—‘Many infallible proofs.” The 
reality of His resurrection was so demon- 
strated by His association with His dis- 
ciples for forty days, that there could 
be no doubt of the fact. 


Verse 4.—‘Wait for the promise of the 
Father.” The apostles were not to be- 
gin their testimony until properly 
equipped. The promised Comforter 
(John 16:7-11) must first be received. 


Verse 5—“Ye shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” 
This was fulfilled on Pentecost when 
the Spirit came in power and baptized 
them into one body, though the truth 
of that was not given until after the 
conversion of Saul of Tarsus. This bap- 
tism involved anointing for service, that 
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they might witness in power concerning 
the great truths of the Gospel. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In the four Gospels, three of which 
we speak of as Synoptics, we have di- 
versity in unity, as our Lord is por- 
trayed in His varied characters as the 
One sent by the Father to save, not 
alone the individual sinner, but to es- 
tablish the Kingdom of God over all the 
earth. Seeming discrepancies in the rec- 
ords disappear as the object of each 
writer is discerned. These fancied con- 
tradictions only tend to manifest the fact 
that there was no collaboration on the 
part of the writers—no effort to create 
the appearance of a false unity. Each 
one wrote as guided by the Holy Spirit 
and all together they give us a perfect 
picture of the Christ of God in His 
earthly ministry, culminating in His 
death and resurrection, - 


A Lesson Outline 
CHRIST IN THE SYNOPTICS 
Linked with Old Testament Prophecy 
Matthew— 
“Behold, a king” (Isa. 32:1) 
“A righteous Branch” (Jer. 23:5) 
Mark— 
“Behold my servant” (Isa. 42:1) 
“My servant the BRANCH” (Zech. 
3:8) 
Luke— 
“Behold the man whose name is The 
BRANCH” (Zech. 6:12) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Three Authors. Matthew had been 
a publican, that is, a taxgatherer, serv- 
ing under the Roman authority at Ca- 
pernaum (Matt. 9:9). He became a 
disciple of Jesus and was later commis- 
sioned as an apostle. Mark was the son 
of a wealthy woman in Jerusalem named 
Mary, who was the sister of Barnabas, 
or, possibly, his aunt. He wés not an 
apostle, but accompanied Barnabas and 
Paul on their first missionary journey 
(Acts 12:25). Luke was a physician, who 
in later years joined Paul and accom- 
panied him to Europe and was closely 
associated with him to the last (2 Tim. 
4:11). 


Applications and Summaries 


Matthew presents Jesus as a son of 
David (the King) ard son of Abraham 
(the promised Seed through whom alli 
the world should be blessed). 

Mark, sets Him forth as the Son of 
God, who stooped in grace to take the 
servant’s place. 

Luke writes of Jesus as the Son of 
Mary and tells us more about His vir- 
gin birth than any other writer. This 
is in keeping with his profession as a 
medical man. 

However, as we look at Jesus we see 
in Him absolute perfection. He was the 
unblemished Lamb who came to earth 
to be sacrificed for us, 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HY did God give us four separate rec- 
ords, instead of one complete biog- 
raphy of the Lord Jesus? 

2. Why is the genealogy of Christ of spe- 
cial importance from a human point of 
view? From a spiritual point of view? 

3. How does Matthew portray Christ? 

4. Why is Christ here called the “son of 
David'’? 

5. In what aspect does Mark view Christ? 

6. How does Luke view Him? 

7. What is the most unique fact about the 
humanity of Jesus? 

8. What is meant by the Gospel? 

9. To wifAt extent can we take Christ as 
our example? 

10. How were Christ’s apostles to carry 
on what Jesus “began both to do and to 
teach”? 


~ Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 1044 of this issue. 


wy 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dol- 
lars for the best one each week. But reavc-rs 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
~~ editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Very One Christ Came to Save.— 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners (Golden Text). The brother of 
Whitefield, the great evangelist, was 
deeply despondent at times, and felt his 
utter worthlessness and helplessness. On 
one such occasion Lady Huntingdon spoke 
to him about his salvation, and tried 
to induce him to come to Christ. To 
all her pleas he answered, “Oh, it is of 
no use! Iam lost! Iam lost!” “Thank 
God for that,” said she. “Why?” asked 
the man in astonishment. “Because,” 
said Lady Huntingdon, “Christ came to 
save the lost, and if you are lost, He is 
just the one who can save you.”—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Why He Was So Sure.—Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners 
(Golden Text). It was my custom to 
give Chinese evangelists who assisted me 
an opportunity to put any questions 
they deemed necessary. One of the 
younger evangelists began asking Mr. 
Pao some very difficult questions regard- 
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ing Old Testament characters and events. 
The old gentleman looked at me in a 
puzzled way, and said: “Pastor Ti, I 
am an old man. I do not know much 
about those questions which have just 
been put to me. I only know that I 
am a great sinner, and that Jesus Christ 
is my Saviour.” “And that is enough, 
Mr. Pao,” I replied. The last time I 
saw him was about a week before he 


entered into Glory. Isaidtohim: “You 
are not afraid to die, Mr. Pao?” “No, 
Pastor, I am not afraid to die.” “But 


why are you so certain, Mr. Pao, that 
death will hold no terrors for you? Is 


it because you have lived such a good . 


life?” “No, it isn’t that.” “Is it then 
because you have been such an ardent 
Buddhist, and have lived as a vegetarian, 
and have worshiped the idols so faith- 
fully?” “No, all that had nothing to 
do with it.” “But tell me, Mr. Pao, why 
are you so certain that you can face 
your Maker?” “Because,I have learned 
to know that I am a sinner, and that 
Christ came to save me.”—From Bible 
Society Record. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


The Jewel of Blended Perfection.— 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1: 
1). There is an old fable that when a 
certain princess was unable to choose 
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between a sapphire, blue as the sea in 
summer, an emerald, green as the forest 
in spring, and a ruby, which glowed like 
the heart of a fire, the fairies melted all 
three in the furnace of the sun, so that 
they became one perfect jewel, an opal, 
in which sometimes you saw the forest 
green, sometimes the blue of the sea, 
and sometimes the red glow of the fire, 
but always in perfectly blended beauty. 
And so every kind of perfection is in 
Jesus: what in other lives seem opposite 
types of virtue and grace make together 
perfect harmony in Him.—From “Join- 
ing the Church,” by the Rev. H. J. Watts. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


Limitless Confines—The gospel of 


Jesus Christ ... as it is written in the 


prophets (vs. 1, 2). A young minister, 
not so leng out of an up-to-date school 
of the prophets, was asked why he did 
not preach from the Word of God rather 
than from modern fiction. His reply 
was, “Must a man be confined to the 
Bible?” “Confined! Do you mean to 
say you are pinched when you seek in 
the Bible for sermon material? That is 
like the soft shell crab saying, ‘Must I 
be confined to the Atlantic Ocean?’ ”"— 
From the Pentecostal Evangel. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 















































Lesson for January 4 


Campbell Morgan’s Decision.—Minis- 
ters of the word (Luke 1:2). In one.of 
his earlier pastorates, we are told, G. 
Campbell Morgan had an impressive 
experience. At the close of a Sunday 
evening message, as he sat alone in his 
study, the question came to him as 
clearly as though spoken by someone in 
the next room: “What are you going 
to be, a preacher or My messenger?” He 
went back over the evening sermon 
and was convinced that he was wanting 
to be known as a great preacher. For 
hours he sat pondering that question 
and praying. Finally he gave his an- 
swer: “Thy messenger, my Lord. If 


Thou wilt give me Thy words to speak, | 


I will utter them, from this day forward, 
adding nothing to them, taking naught 
away.”—From The Christian Reader’s 
Digest. Sent by Ruth E. Dow, Frank- 
fort, Maine. 


Why Not Examine the Facts?—That 
thou mightest know the certainty of 
those things (v. 4). An extract from a 
letter written by a minister to a brother 
minister whose faith was failing through 
iliness: “Are you not making the mis- 
take of examining your faith rather than 
the promises upon which that faith 
should rest? If you were traveling a 
new public highway and should ap- 
-proach a bridge of whose strength you 
were not satisfied, would you stop to 
examine your faith in that bridge, or 
dismount and examine the bridge, and 
then, when satisfied with its strength, 
you would cross over with confidence. 
So now I beg you, dear brother, look 
away to the facts and promises that were 
made by God whom you have served 
so long, and trust Him though He slay 
you. Remember the bridge.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by E. M. 
James, Toronto. 

wg 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Family Line.—All the generations 
. .. are fourteen generations (Matt. 1: 
17). When I was a boy at school one 
of my favorite pieces that I used to speak 
on Friday afternoons was a poem by 
John G. Saxe. It was called “The Proud 
Miss MacBride.” One of the verses of 
this poem, if I remember rightly, goes 
as follows: 


Depend upon it, my snobbish friend, 
Your family line you can't ascend 
Without great fears to apprehend, 

You may find it waxed at the lower end 

With some plebeian vocation; 

Or else, perchance, your boasted line 

May end in a noose of stronger twine 

Which plagued some worthy relation. 

In our lesson today the Gospel writer 
has given us the family line of our Lord, 
and it will be noted that it ends in a 
plebeian vocation —that of the country 
carpenter. 

In the time of our Lord a carpenter in 
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Palestine was sort of a “jack of all 
trades.” He could not go to the lumber 
dealer and get such boards as he might 
need. He himself, with an assistant for 
the other end of the saw, had to be a 
sawmill. Then he had to become a plan- 
ing machine. If he wanted nails he had 
to make them out of wood, and they 
were called treenails. If he wanted a 
place to hang up his coat and hat he 
could not take an iron spike and drive 
it into the board partition, but he had 
to bore a hole, take a piece of wood 
and shape it and drive it in, so he would 
hang his wardrobe on a wooden peg, 
which were called treenails. He was a 
plow maker, a yoke maker, and a furni- 
ture maker. All these, and many more, 
were the things with which he had to 
supply his neighbors. 

So when the time came for our Lord 
to come here on earth, and He had to 
choose a line upon which to come, 
while according to prophecy He must 
choose the Davidic line, it will be noticed 
He chose the line that ended in one of 
the most humble places of all this world. 


When you go to New England you will 
be amazed to see how many people who 
live in that part of the land descended 
from the Pilgrim Fathers. When you 
go down in the South country you will 
find families who swell with pride as 
having descended from the Cavaliers. I 
have no doubt that in Palestine, in the 
time of our Lord, there was many a 
family that traced its genealogy back to 
Jewish Royalty, but He was the only 
One who could prove His right to sit 
upon David’s throne. 


There are said to be more Rembrandt 
paintings in the world than Rembrandt 
could have painted in his lifetime, paint- 
ing a masterpiece every two or three 
days. 

Let it be distinctly noted, by every 
reader, that the Lord chose to come 
through the plebeian vocation, even to 
being born in a manger, a piece of work- 
manship from the trade of His supposed 
father. 


“About Time!’—Jesus came ‘4 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 
God (Mark 1:14). After our Lord had 
grown up in the humble surroundings 
of the country ‘carpenter shop and be- 
came a young man, He entered into 
active public life in a world that was 
sunk low in sin and misery. Rome had 
perfected herself in the war machinery 
of that day and had conquered the whole 
world. Her power reached all around 
the Mediterranean Sea. She had sub- 
dued the barbarians to the North, where 
our American ancestors, for the most 
part, were budding in their origin, and 
her conquest had passed over the straits 
into England itself. 

The condition of the world morally is 
beyond description. A suburb of Rome 
was called Pompeii. It was an aristo- 
cratic suburb, like some of those to be 
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found near by our great cities. Vesuvius. 
was not far away, and one day a few 
years after the death of Christ the great 
voleano broke loose, and at one stroke 
covered this city in a bed of dry ashes. 


Pompeii lay there for same eighteen 
centuries just as it had been at the time 
of its destruction. One of the classics 
of literature is Lord Lytton’s “Last Days 
of Pompeii,” which describes most 
vividly some of the life, and also the de- 
struction of the city. When the city 
was discovered and uncovered there was 
exposed to view the life as it was among 
the highly placed and cultured people 
of that day. What they discovered there 
in ornamentation and wall decoration is 
unspeakably vile. 


Into such a world came the Lord Jesus 
Christ preaching the Gospel of the King- 
dom of God, and Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John tell us the story of this preach- 
ing of the Gospel in the sort of world 
which has been briefly described. 


The Synoptics—That thou . mightest 
know the certainty of those things 
(Luke 1:4). “Mr. Teacher, why did they 
call Matthew, Mark, and Luke ‘Synoptic 
Gospels’?” We are told in the Bible 
that if all the things that Christ did 
were written down the world could not 
hold the books. Therefore, instead of 
giving a full, exhaustive account of the 
ministry of our Lord these writers give 
us what we would say, in modern phrase, 
“the high lights.” The word “synopsis” 
means a general view. 


Awhile ago I was offered the life of 
Thackeray in three volumes. It will be 
noticed that Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
give us the history of our Lord and His 
ministry in just a few chapters. 

Sometime ago a young woman honored 
Rock Run Sunday School with a visit. 
When she went home she wrote an ac- 
count of her visit, which was published 
in Tue Sunday ScuHoot Times. She did 
not tell everything she could about the 
Sunday school, but gave those things 
which it would seem most impressed her. 


That is to say, it was a synopsis of her 
visit. And so Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
give us a synopsis of the life of Christ 
as they experienced it, and each one 
of these inspired writers tells the story 
in his own particular way, and from his 
own particular point of view. (Dr. Iron- 
side, page 1040, explains this fully.) 

Or, as some of the commentators put 
it, Matthew gives us Christ as King; 
Mark as the Servant; and Luke as the 
Son of man, tracing His genealogy back 
to Adam in the garden of Eden. 

John’s Gospel was written last and has 
comparatively little matter in common 
with the other three evangelists. The 
characteristic of John’s Gospel is the 
fullness with which he records those 
discourses of our Lord, in which He un- 
folds His own divine person and office. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


OPLE sometimes wonder why there 

should be three Synoptic Gospels, and 
they imagine all sorts of discrepancies 
because all three do not tell of the same 
scenes in Christ’s earthly life. 


Suppose a child were going to write 
about his mother: he would tell the 
things she did for him as a mother, the 
love and tender watch care over him 
every day. If the father of this child 
were to write about his impression of 
this same woman, the child’s mother, he 
would speak of the love and companion- 
ship, the partnership of a wife. If the 
grandmother of the child, the mother of 
the child’s mother, speaks of this same 
woman, she sees in her the loving, ten- 
der, and considerate daughter. 


Yet they are all talking or writing of 
the same person, but from different 
viewpoints. This may illustrate to the 
child why the three Synoptic Gospels 
are different, though all tell of the life 
of Christ. 


The human author of the first Gospel, 
Matthew, was a Jew who had been a 
taxgatherer under the Roman Govern- 
ment, and he was consequently one of 
the despised publicans. He was one of 
the twelve disciples, and wrote from 
the standpoint of intimate association 
with the Lord. His Gospel deals espe- 
cially with Christ as the One who ful- 
fills prophecy, “that it might be ful- 
filled” being a favorite phrase. This 
Gospel, therefore, is peculiarly the Gos- 
pel for Israel. Christ is pre-eminently 
the covenanted King in Matthew. 


The writer of the second Gospel is 
Mark, also known as John, a nephew 
of Barnabas, mentioned in the writings 
of Paul and Luke. Mark tells of Jesus 
as the mighty Worker, Jehovah's “serv- 
ant the Branch” (Zech. 3:8). His key- 
word is “straightway,” a servant’s word. 
The Gospel is not concerned with Christ’s 
genealogy or birth, but steps at once 
from John the Baptist’s prophetic voice 
to the baptism of Jesus, and with two 
verses given to the temptation, launches 
into the works of the Lord. 


Luke was designated by Paul as “the 
beloved physician” (Col. 4:14), and 
writes from the standpoint of the phy- 
sician. He was of Jewish ancestry, but 
his correct Greek betrays his foreign 
residence, — tradition says, of Antioch. 
Luke is the Gospel of the human-divine 
One. His key phrase is “Son of man,” 
and the key verse 19:10. Luke pictures 
the scenes in Christ’s life which tell us 
how human He was. Luke’s story was 
written from the accounts of eyewit- 
nesses and confirmed by revelation from 
God (1:1-4). 

But each writer distinctly affirms that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, though 
each one shows forth a different phase 
of His earthly life. 
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Jesus Cu&ist THe Son or Gop 

Matthew — Israel’s King — Messiah — 

World’s Saviour. 
Mark — Servant — Obedient unto 
Death. 

Luke — Son of Man — came to seek 

and to save. 

Use the Scripturegraph board or black- 
board. Most visual aids given for this 
quarter’s lessons may be adapted to 
either board. 

Make pictures of three books — Mat- 
thew, Mark, and Luke. At the center of 
the board put the name Jesus Christ, or 
you can use one of the good pictures. 
Put the books on the board, one at the 
left, one below, one at the right. Draw 
radiating lines from the Name at the 
center. If you want more illustration 
for the children, have a figure for each 
writer, and place it under his book. 

MopestTo, CAuirF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class * 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Cinders ! 

Discussion: How shall we make the best 
of this next six-months’ study of the life, 
character, and mission of Jesus Christ? 

Objective: “That I may know him’! 
(Phil. 3:10.) 











AY, fellows, “This is a faithful say- 

ing, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save cinders!” (1 Tim. 1:15.) That 
is the startling misquotation with which 
a returned missionary from Africa 
opened his address to a great throng of 
Christians. And he bore down on the 
“da” in cinders, so there could be no 
doubt in the minds of any lest it be 
a slip of the tongue. I was present and 
shared the shock with all the others. 
After pausing a few seconds for effect, 
with a twinkle in his eye, he added: 
“That is the way my little girl repeated 
this text a few days ago.” Then he pro- 
ceeded to say that, after all, the little 
girl by her mistake had opened up a 
very suggestive line of thought. Unsaved 
souls, in a very real sense, are as life- 
less as cinders. Cinders are nevermore 
of any use for fuel, but are cast out into 
the path to be trodden under foot. No 
one would ever think of getting another 
glow of fire in a burnt-out cinder — not 
even a spark. So it is with the unsaved 
sinner, except for Jesus Christ. Through 
the atoning death of Jesus on Calvary, 
and His: shed blood on the cross, the 
dead soul is given new life, and saved. 


First Timothy 1:15 is not only the 
Golden Text for this first lesson of the 
new year, but it is the central theme for 
the next six months, because it is a 
close-up and intensive study of the life, 
the character, the personality, and the 
mission of the Lord Jesus Christ. There 


7 


December 20, 1941 


are great possibilities for us in this rich 
six-months’ course. Suppose we, right 
now in the beginning of it, determine to 
do some real searching into the wonder- 
ful Truth, praying that the Holy Spirit 
will guide us, and our teachers, that our 
minds and hearts will be illuminated 
and filled with the personality and Spirit 
of the. wonderful Christ. 


We can, of course, never exhaust the 
study of Jesus—perhaps throughout 
eternity we shall be learning more and 
more about Him !— but when this next 
July comes, through Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, our knowledge of Him will 
be much richer and we will look back 
over this first six months of 1942 as a 


_ highway of privilege. 


The three Synoptic Gospels are some- 
what like a testimony meeting, in which 
believers stand up and tell what they 
know and have experienced in Jesus 
Christ. No two will have had exactly 
the same experience, and their testimony 
will be from different viewpoints. Yet, 
when it is sincere and Spirit-guided, the 
testimony of each one will have its own 
peculiar value to us. So, for the next 
six months, we shall be in the midst of 
the greatest testimony that was ever 
given by a group about the same events 
and their significance. Let us attend 
them (the testifiers) with open hearts 
and. minds, to the end that we ourselves 
may become the framework of the por- 
trait of the matchless Christ. 


Avon Park, FLa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1042) 


1. He desired us to have full, competent 
witness to the truth of the Gospel story. 


2. Christ’s genealogy shows His legal title 
to the actual throne of David. It shows that 
He is the Redeemer promised to Abraham, 
and the Ruler whose throne will continue 
forever. 


3. Matthew portrays Christ as the prom- 
ised Messiah, the King of Israel. 


4. Christ is here called the son of David 
because under that title He was commonly 
spoken of and expected among the Jews. 


5. Mark views Christ as the self-humbled 
Son of God, who became the Servant of 
mankind. 


6. Luke portrays Christ as the perfect 
Man, who came to do the Father’s will. 


7. He “was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sih’”’ (Heb. 4:15). 


8. It comes from Anglo-Saxon “god-spell,” 
good tidings. The Gospel is the story of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, Saviour of the world 
(Luke 2:10, 11; 2 Tim. 1:9, 10). 


9. He was God’s only begotten Son, the 
source of our salvation. To that extent 
He carnot be copied. He “went about do- 
ing good,” and loving even His enemies. In 
these points we should follow Him. 


10. Christ laid the foundation of all that 
was to be taught and done in the Chris- 
tian Church. His apostles were to carry 
on and continue what He began, and to 
do and teach the same things. Christ in- 
structed them, but He sent His Holy Spirit 
to empower them for their work. 





























Lesson for January 4 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal for the Quarter.—To help the girls 
know Jesus Christ as a real Person who 
lived on earth in a human body, and who 
occupies our bodies as we live for Him. 


Visual Aids.—Use maps, pictures, poems, 
and charts illustrating events in the life 
of Christ during the ensuing six-months’ 
study. Let the girls choose a class song 
such as “More Like the Master,” or 
“Living for Jesus.” 


Class Organization.—A splendid way to 
relate Christian training with everyday 
experiences is to organize the class, and 
meet for a week-night session. Elect 
president, vice-president, secretary, and 
treasurer, and add committees as needed. 
Further plans will be described next 
week. 











& OTHER,” said Marjorie, coming 
home from school, “we had such 
a strange lesson today. We studied about 


‘Jesus in our History class just as if He 


had been an ordinary man like anybody 
else.” ; 

“Jesus was not an ordinary man, 
Daughter,” Mother explained. “He was 
God’s Son. But why should it seem 
strange to locate Him in His proper his- 
torical setting? He is not a vague, mysti- 
cal Someone very far away. He was 
born, He lived, died, and rose from the 
grave in order to show us how very 
real He is.” 


His BAcKGROUND 


Read Matthew 1:1, 17. The first chap- 
ter in the New Testament suggests a 
review of the Old. 

“Son of David”’—Legal heir to .the 
throne in Jerusalem (2 Sam. 7:13). 

“Son of Abraham”—The promised Seed 
(Gen. 22:18; Gal. 3:8, 16). 

“Fourteen generations”—Bring to class 
pictures of as many of the ancestors of 
the ‘Lord Jesus as you can find. Locate 
Old Testament references to each char- 
acter, included there, and underline in 
red each ancestor mentioned in the gene- 
alogies recorded in 1 Chronicles_1:1 to 
3:19. 

Christ was “wonderful” not because of 
His royal family tree. He was “wonder- 
ful” because He was God. The family 
tree was merely the channel through 
which He came to earth. 


His MESSAGE 


Read Mark 1:1, 14, 15. How would 
you define “gospel”? The Gospel was 
the good news of the God-Man. It was 
a necessary message (Mark 1:14, 15; 8: 
35); a message for everyone (Mark 16: 
15). 

If you have a chain reference Bible, 
let the class trace references to “gos- 
pel,” beginning with Genesis 12:3 where 
a Redeemer was promised. Or use 
a concordance or Bible encyclopedia. 
Notice how often the words “preach the 
gospel” are used. Does this bear any 
significance to you? (Acts 20:24.) 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 


His PERSONALITY 
Read Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1. Make an 
acrostic for the name of Jesus and find 
Scripture to correspond. 
J UST (John 5:30). 
E VERLASTING (isa. 9:6). 
S INLESS (2 Cor. 5:21). 
U NDERSTANDING (Psa. 147:5). 
S OVEREIGN (Matt. 2:2). 


“Behold the beauty of the Lord” (Psa, 
27:4). “Behold the man!” (John 19:5.) 


‘ His PRESENCE 


Read Acts 1:1-5. The word “under- 
stand” in Luke 1:3 comes from the same 
root as “Comforter” in John 14:16, and 
it means “to follow alongside.” As we 
“follow alongside,” or “trace closely,” 
the events in the life of Christ, let us 
pray that we may become increasingly 
aware of the Holy Spirit, our Com- 
panion, who “follows by our side.” 

Lord, what a change within us one short 

hour 


Spent in Thy presence will avail to make. 
—Bishop Richard C. Trench. 


He said. there were no sculleries, however 
mean and poky, but that He was always 


there to lend a helping hand. Then a sad-. 


ness came upon me and I felt a trifle choky; 
He’d been lonely in my kitchen, and I didn't 
understand.—Audrey Cantor Pulton. 





1Quoted from “The Presence,” issued by 
S. C. Felgate, 3 Bath Road, Felixstowe, Suf- 
folk East, England. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HY not include in this six-months’ 

study in the Synoptic Gospels 
some elementary geographical knowl- 
edge of Palestine? First, show a large 
map, or globe, of the world. Let pupils 
locate where they live. Show them 
where the Lord Jesus lived as a boy. 
How far away is it? (Use a ruler and 
the scale of miles.) How would they 
travel to get there from their home? - On 
what sea is Palestine? What other name 
do we use for Palestine? Why is it 
called the Holy Land? Next, produce 
a very large sheet of wrapping paper or 
the back of a large map. Explain that 
you are going to make a larger map 
of the small area. Draw across the paper 
an oblique line approximating the slant 
of the coast line. Label the Mediter- 
ranean (or Great) Sea. Ask pupils to 
bring to class any pictures of Palestine 
which they can find, whether of past 
days or present. Show the children some 
of the colored plates in The National 
Geographic Magazine (Dec., 1926), which 
give an idea of the general aspect of 
mountains, lakes, and desert. (If pos- 
sible, secure a copy of this issue for 
permanent reference.) 

Pass out paper and pencils. Ask each 
pupil to write a short account of one 
particular event of interest to all, such 
as the New Year party. As each one 
finishes his story, glance over it, noting 
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what items he has emphasized. Allow 
pupils who have finished to read each 
other’s papers, noting similarities and 
differences. When all have finished, call 
for comments: Were the stories all the 
same length? Did every story mention 
certain particulars? (State the exact de- 
tails you have in mind.) Were some 
items mentioned only by one or two 
writers? 


Now open your Bible to the New Tes- 
tament. What is the full title of the 
first Book? the second? the third? the 
fourth? What does Gospel mean? (Have 
a pupil consult a dictionary, if no 
one knows.) What does “The Gospel 
According to Saint Matthew” mean? 
Each of these four Gospels is about the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Are they written 
alike? (Have different pupils read the 
first verse of each.) Luke is the only 
one who tells about the shepherds go- 
ing to see the baby Jesus, and Matthew, 
only, tells about the wise men. Why 
are they so different? (Comparison of 
the pupils’ papers will give one an- 
swer.) Then, too, each one was written 
for a different person, or group of per- 
sons, to read, and they mentioned the 
things that would be interesting to those 
particular people. 


The first three, Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, have more nearly the same stories, 
and they are often called the Synoptic 
Gospels. John apparently wrote his 
many years after the others and put 
in things which the others had left out. 
(Help four pupils to be prepared to re- 
port to the class what little knowledge 
we have of each author.) 


There is one way in which the writers 
of these stories about the Lord Jesus 
were different from you when you wrote 
your stories today. The stories of the 
Lord Jesus were so important that God 
kept the writers from making any mis- 
takes. The Holy Spirit guided their 
thoughts and- their writing. These 
stories are so important that they have 
been kept, and rewritten into our lan- 
guage, so that we can read them. Why? 
(John 20:31. The pupils would be 
much interested to see the kind of writ- 
ing used in the New Testament. You 
can probably borrow a Greek New Tes- 
tament from your pastor.) 


Read John 20:31 again. About two 


* years ago the newspapers surprised peo- 


ple by telling about a sixteen-year-old 
girl who lived near Memphis, Tenn., 
who had never seen electric lights or 
movies, and had never listened to a 
radio. She had never heard of President 
Roosevelt, or of Hitler, or of Mussolini. 
People were surprised that there could 
be anyone who had not heard of these 
things. But there are many girls, and 
boys, too, in our country who have not 
heard of the Lord Jesus Christ (except 
in profanity), although Matthew and 
John and the others wrote the stories 
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about Him so that we might know. Per- 


haps there are some in your school or 
neighborhood. Can you persuade them 
to come with you to Sunday school 
where they can read the stories about 
Him and hear about Him? 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
today we begin the study of a life, the life 
of One who gave Himself for us. How grate- 
ful we ought to be to Him; how faithful we 
should be in following the great teachings 
that He gave, and in loyalty to Him. May 
we never think of Him just as one more great 
teacher, but as the Teacher and the Saviour 
who bore the Good News of salvation in what 
He said and did. In -the conflicts and con- 
fusion of today may we walk even as He 
walked, with unfailing courage through these 
troubled days, and with quiet confidence in 
His power and loving providence in the 
meeting of all our needs. In His dear name 
we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson—As we study the 
lessons for the first quarter of 1942 in 
the Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke, we shall have a connected 
view of the life of Christ. It was a life 
utterly devoted to the saving of those 
who heard His words. Much of it was 
quite new to those who heard Him, and 
much even today is new among the very 
persons around us. The Gospel is Good 
News, and whoever preaches or teaches 
the Gospel is dealing with the best news 
that has ever come to man. It will be 
news still to a great many. If we should 
ask in this school some questions pre- 
pared for written answers about facts 
that will be given in the quarter’s les- 
sons, we would have some surprises in 
the answers given by our friends right 





GOOD NEWS! 
CHRIST DIED FOR SINNERS 
ARE YOU HIS? 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 11. II. Our Society a Training School. 
Eph. 4:1-13. 





Sunday, January 4 


I. What Our Society Stands For 
(Deut. 31:12, 13; Eph. 2:19-22) 





Mon.—Christian (Matt. 16:24, 25). 
Tues.—Endeavor (Phil. 3:13, 14). 
Wed.—Confession (Matt. 10:32). 
Thurs.—Service (Col. 3:23, 24). 
Fri.—Loyalty (John 15:7, 8). 
Sat.—Fellowship (1 John 1:7). 











here. What would the answers be among 
some folks who do not attend Sunday 
school, or who never have! One city 
Sunday school where such questions 
were once asked became frightened by 
review Sunday until they got used to 
it, and then how glad they were to an- 
swer questions, and to do it well after a 
little time: in a quarterly written re- 
view! In beginning this quarter’s study 
you are undertaking to learn much about 
the most wonderful story in all the 
world, — the life of Christ. Do you know 
Him for yourself? Will you read the 
Gospel story with an earnest, humble 
mind, seeking really to know some of the 
great events and truths that the life of 
Christ can give us? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 








Oe of the best definitions of the 
Christian Endeavor Society, and 
one which may be applied to most of 
our evangelical young people’s societies 
today, was given by Amos R. Wells some 
years ago in his book, “Progressive En- 
deavor.” It reads: 


“Christian Endeavor is areligious society 
consisting of young people and controlled 
by them with the advice of older Chris- 
tians; a society consecrated to Christ, 
devoted to church and denomination, 
brotherly toward all Christians the world 
around, democratic, definitely purposeful, 
flexible, and progressive, its aim being to 
develop the Christian character of its 
members and train them for Christian 
service.” 

4 

It is fitting that, at the beginning of 
the new year, we should refresh our 
memories as to the purposes for which 
the society to which we belong was es- 
tablished and is maintained. So many 
are the appeals to Christian compromise 
in these days that it is very easy to drift 
off into bypaths and lose sight of the 
fundamental principles for which our 
society should stand. 


The founder of the Christian Endeavor 
movement, Dr. Francis E. Clark, saw 
clearly that something more than social, 
or entertaining, or cultural objectives 
were needed if young people were to be 
won to Christ and to become established 
in the Christian faith and efficient in 
Christian service. He recognized the 
value of social contact, musical features, 
and cultural helps, but he wisely dis- 
cerned that these things must be looked 
upon as secondary and subordinate, and 
that, if the Christian Endeavor Society 
was first and foremost to be a Christian 
society, it must seek first the Kingdom 
of God and His righteousness. 

Dr. Clark therefore formulated four 
essential principles as the basis of his 
society and they may well indeed be 
principles upon which any Christian 
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young people’s group rests. Let us con- 
sider them one by one. 
4 

1. Confession of Christ. Through the 
active member’s covenant, the weekly 
prayer meeting, and the monthly conse- 
cration meeting, Christian Endeavor has 
sought to emphasize the importance of 
confession of Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
The covenant cannot be honestly signed 
by one who is not willing to confess 
Christ and to read His Word, and the 
monthly consecration meeting, with its 
roll call, keeps before the members, as 
well as before any who have not con- 
fessed Christ, the sacredness and sig- 
nificance of that confession. The cove- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








TWE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS? 
MATTHEW, WARK, LYRE 
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Lesson for January 4 


nant does not discourage or hinder any 
who honestly desire to fellowship with 
the group or who are seeking to know 
more about Christ before confessing Him. 
An associate member’s covenant wel- 
comes all who would attend the meet- 
ings, but active membership in this 
Christian organization is restricted to 
those who are willing to accept the sim- 
ple requirements laid down in God’s 
Word for followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Where the careful use of the 
active member’s pledge and the conse- 
cration meeting roll call have been neg- 
lected or deliberately discarded, Chris- 
tian Endeavor groups have suffered. 


$¥ 


2. Service for Christ. Christian En- 
deavor recognizes that confession of 
Christ must lead to service for Him. 
The mere taking of the name of “Chris- 
tian” soon becomes a meaningless gesture 
if it does not issue in a Christlike desire 
to serve others in His name and in His 
strength and according to His will. That 
Christian service is inseparably linked 
with confession of Christ and dependence 
upon Him, however, is seen in the words 
of the Lord Jesus, “Without me ye can 
do nothing” (John 15:5). 

Various. committees of the Christian 
Endeavor Society offer a multitude of 
opportunities for service that will enable 
every member to find that particular 
work for which he or she is best quali- 
fied. The ideal society is the one in 
which every member is responsible for 
some definite task. All too often, in 
these days, the members of our young 
people’s groups seem to feel that their 
chief service is coming to the meeting 
and exposing themselves to what some- 
one else has prepared. 

. 8 

3. Loyalty to Christ’s Church. No mat- 
ter how efficient or devoted the young 
people’s group may be it needs the bal- 
ance wheel of union with and loyalty to 
a particular Christian church. The 
church needs. the support and service of 
its young people, and the young 
people need the instruction and inspira- 
tion of the church service, the oppor- 
tunity for service and development in 
the church and Sunday school, and the 
guidance and discipline that comes from 
working with older Christians. 

4 

4. Fellowship with Christ’s People. 
Such a fellowship looks beyond the con- 
fines of one’s particular church to other 
churches in the community and to other 
sound Christian denominations. It looks 
abroad to fellowship with young people 
in other lands and of other races,;—a 
sharing in the prayers and the problems 
and the joys and accomplishments of 
other Christian young people in a way 
that will make for mutual strengthening 
and building up in the Christian faith. 

4 

These four principles may be looked 

upon as roots from which your young 
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people’s society will grow and develop. 
To cut away any one of them will seri- 
ously impair the development of your 
group, if not cause its death as an active 
Christian organism. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





[ Children at Home 


Old Ann Stories 
xxiv. More Star Stories 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


NCE again I sat on the lowest step 

just outside the kitchen door, while 
above me was Old Ann, fanning herself 
in the warm dusk of a summer night. 

All around us the fireflies gleamed 
through the dark in such swarms that 
I almost thought the stars had fallen, 
but there they were, showing as always, 
in the sky above me. 

I looked up at Old Ann pleadingly. 

“Well, now what,” she said, leaning 
back luxuriously and waving her big 
palm-leaf fan. 

I pointed a stubby finger toward the 
sky, and Ann began a star story for once 
without any delay or excuse. 

“Do you see that wide, white river 
that runs across the sky?” she began, 
pointing upward, 

I stared skyward and nodded. 

“Some folks call it the River of 
Heaven,” she told me. “There were a 
Swede who lived in the Quarter who 
said that in his country they called it 
Winter Street. He said it’s made of star 
dust an’ that dead folks used it in trav- 
elin’ across the sky. My Pappy, how- 
soever, he told us chilluns that it were 
the Milky Way an’ that the green cheese 
out o’ which the Moon is made came 
from milk out o’ the Milky Way.” 

Old Ann came to a full stop and fan- 
ned herself vigorously. 

“Go on,” I entreated. 
*bout the Milking Way.” 

“Well,” resumed Ann, “Ol’ Nutimus, 
the Seneca Injun who used to drift 
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through the Quarter every winter, he 
told us chillun once that his tribe called 
the Milky Way the Sky River. On its 
near side he said there lived a big chief 
who had a beautiful daughter. There 
she is now, wi’ her two maidservants,” 
and Ann pointed out to me Vega of 
the Lyre, with the two faint stars be- 
low, which make a little triangle in the 
center of the summer sky and which 
stand on the edge of the Milky Way. 


“One day,” went on Old Ann, “a hand- 
some, young chief of another tribe on 
the far side o’ the river, he come across 


to see this squaw. The gal an’ the chief - 


they took to each other an’ he were jus’ 
goin’ to take her back wi’ him when her 
father he come wi’ a band o’ Injuns an’ 
chased him into the river. He swum 
clear across, although the big chief shot 
an arrow at him,” and Old Ann pointed 
out to me the dim little constellation 
of Sagitta in the Milky Way, which looks 
like a little feathered arrow, not far from 
the diamond in the sky which some peo- 
ple call Job’s Coffin and others the 
Dolphin. 

“When he got to the other side,” went 
on Ann, “he looked across an’ wanted 
very much. to get the gal an’ she wanted 
very much to go to him, but she can’t 
swim, an’ he ain’t got no canoe. There 
he is now with two young braves of his 
tribe,” and Old Ann pointed out the 
bright star, Altair of the Eagle, which 
shows at the other edge of the Milky 
Way, between two dim guard-stars. 

“He stood there an’ call an’ call to 
the squaw an’ she call back. On the 
seventh night o’ the seventh month, OI’ 
Nutimus said, if the sky be clear, then 
all the bluejays in the world fly up into 
the sky an’ make a bridge across the 
Sky River an’ the chief an’ the squaw 
meet on the middle o’ that bridge. When 
morning comes they go back, each to 
their own tribe an’ the bridge breaks 
up an’ the bluejays fly down to earth 
again. 

Nutimus said that if any bluejay is 
seen around the seventh day of the sev- 
enth month, all the chillun in his tribe 
would throw stones at him because he 
were too lazy to fly up into the sky an’ 
help make the bridge. If it rained that 
night, the Injuns used to say that the 
rain were the tears o’ the chief an’ the 
squaw, for they’d lost the chance to meet 
for another year.” 

I was much impressed by Old Ann’s 
astronomical knowledge. 

“When the bluejays made the bridge, 
why didn’t the girl cross over and stay 
with the chief instead of going back?” 
I queried. 

“Now, Sammy,” said Old Ann, “don't 
ask me. It ain’t my story. You wait 
until ol’ Nutimus comes aroun’ here 
an’ ask him” — but he never came, and 


I've never found out yet what keeps © 


those-sky lovers apart all these years. 
HAVERFORD, PA. 
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Treasures in the Greek Testament 
(Continued from the second page) 


How appropriate that Christ’s com- 
mission was referred to in a formal let- 
ter to the Roman Christians, since the 
Roman Empire was the oikouwmene, the 
known world, which embraced all 
nations! 

“Brethren, let every man, wherein he 
is called, therein abide with God” (1 
Cor. 7:24). The literal translation of 
the last two words is “alongside of God” 
(pura). What an elevation this’ gives 
to every calling! God is by the side 
of His workmen, whether at the bench 
or in the pulpit. 

The word “bountifully” in 2 Corinth- 
ians 9:6 is eulogiais, “with blessings.” He 
that soweth with blessings shall reap 
with blessings. In this we may follow 
our Lord and Saviour. He began His 
ministry with the pronouncement of 
blessings. He continued His work with 
a flowing series of blessings upon poor 
lost sinners. The harvest of His seed 
is in Revelation 5:13: “Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for,ever and ever.” 

Here is a volume filled with suggestive 
material for personal study and for pul- 
pit exposition. It saves time because it 
is brief and to the point, yet without 
the connective links of a_ systematic 
treatise. On each book of the New Tes- 
tament there are exegetical notes, some 
of which are drawn from older sources, 
such as Bengel, Hengstenberg, Godet, 
Trench, and others. For convenience, 
each chapter and verse is designated at 
the beginning of the paragraph, consti- 
tuting a consecutive series of word 
studies from Matthew to Revelation. 
The author’s purpose is to bring the 
treasury of New Testament truth to 
Christian workers who may have little 
facility in Greek. It is the lifetime work 
of a scholar, a skillful writer, and a 
true believer who loves the Word and 
considers it to be the only remedy for 
the ills of our day in both Church and 
State. . 





This editorial reviews “Notes From a Lay- 
man’s Greek Testament,” by Ernest Gordon. 
(W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $2; may be ordered 
from the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring 
Garden St., Philadelphia.) 
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What Denomination Does the 
Times Represent? 
(Continued from the second page) 


Thus it may be seen that THe Sunpay 
ScHooL Times (as well as CHRISTIAN 
YoutuH) is indeed an interdenominational 
journal. It is the constant prayer and 
hope of the. staff that these two papers 
may be used of God to urge boys and 
girls, and men and women to “behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
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sin of the world” (John 1:29); to help 
Christians to see the appalling needs of 
this and other lands, and to obey Christ’s 
command, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15); to keep before Christians 
the fact that “whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have 
hope” (Rom. 15:4); to “earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints” (Jude 3); and to help us 
all together to keep “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2:13). 

Denominational distinctions will dis- 
appear in Heaven, and this comforting 
fact was well illustrated in the follow- 
ing manner about two hundred years ago 
by the great preacher, George White- 
field: 1 

“Whitefield’s preaching was always 
above and beyond denominationalism. 
When he was preaching once from the 
balcony of the Court House in Philadel- 
phia, he cried suddenly, ‘Father Abra- 
ham, whom have you in Heaven? Any 
Episcopalians? No! Any Presbyterians? 
No! Have you any Independents or Se- 
ceders? No! Have you any Methodists? 
No, No, No! Whom have you there?’ 
‘We don’t know those names here! All 
who are here are Christians — believers 
in Christ— men who have overcome by 
the blood of the Lamb and the Word of 
His testimony.’ ‘O! is this the case?’ 
continued Whitefield, ‘Then God help me, 
God help us all, to forget party names, 
and to become Christians in deed and in 
truth.’ ” 





1¥From “George Whitefield — The Awakener,”’ 
by the Rev. Albert D. Belden, B.D. (Cokes- 
bury Press, Nashville, Tenn., 1930). 
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“Watch Night” 
Questions Answered 


“cc ATCH Night,” the last night of 
the year, so called from the cus- 
tom of “watching” the old year out and 
the new year in, should be used as a 
time for prayer. | 
“Watch Night meetings” prevailed in 
the old revival days of a century or more 
ago. God’s people met, not for a social 
hour. not to compliment themselves or 
one another on their own progress or 
the progress of the church or the world, 
but to humble themselves before God, 
confessing their sins and the sins of the 
church, and imploring His forgiveness 
and continued favor; earnestly beseech- 
ing His presence in revival power. It 
was when these and similar meetings 
died out that the spirit of revival also 
died out in the church at. large. 
sis it possible to revive the olden type 
of Watch Night meetings? It is, under 
God. The need is great. There should 
be such a meeting in every evangelical 
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church throughout the world; or if not 
in every such church, at least in one 
or more Christian homes in every com- 
munity. Three years ago the writer 
knew of only two such meetings — where 
revival was the supreme object of 
prayer. Two years ago there were hun- 
dreds of these meetings, and a year ago 
thousands. This year the number should 
be tens of thousands. Ask God to make 
it so—for His glory, not man’s. 

How should a Watch Night meeting be 
conducted? The church or home are 
logical places. The set time is imma- 
terial— whether two or three hours or 
all night (the Holy Spirit will guide as 
to this). The number of persons is im- 
material — “for where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:20). 
The matter of vital importance is that 
the Holy Spirit be the recognized Leader 
of the meeting, and that those who 
gather for “prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving” be “agreed” in the Lord, 
seeing “no man, save Jesus only.” All 
bickerings and jealousies and divisive 
issues must be confessed and put away; 
then God will fill with His Spirit. 

“What can I do?” First of all, pray! 
Then ask others to pray. Speak to your 
pastor on the subject. If you are a pas- 
tor, get the matter on the consciences of 
your people. Ask the editor of your local 
paper to publish the paragraphs above, 
and supplement it with your own or his 
appeal. If need be, open your own home 
to a meeting. You can do something, and 
you will if you are not indifferent or 
asleep. Do it! Begin today! Pray — 
keep praying —and God will show you 
the rest—From the Great Commission 
Prayer League, 808 N. LaSalle St., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 
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“Who Is This?” 
By T. O. Chisholm 


“He that shall come”... “the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away’ the sin of the 
world.” 


NLY another baby, 
Born in a world of sin, 
Born of a human mother 
As all other babes have been? 
Nay, but this little baby 
Is of a virgin born; 
None other babe, before Him, 
Such kingly marks hath worn. 


This baby’s name is Jesus; 
Son of the Highest, He, — 
Come to redeem His people 
From their iniquity. 
He is the world’s Creator; 
He is the Light of men; 
He, on a cross, must suffer, 
To take away our sin. 


“And Simeon ... said unto Mary his 
mother, ... Yea, a sword shall pierce 
through thy own soul also.” 
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The Sunday School Times. 
- Wall Calendar for 1942 


E ARE glad to present another series of pictures taken by Frances Jenkins 

Olcott, world-wide traveler and author. Her series of articles which appeared 
in THe SunDAY ScHOoL TrmeEs has been published as a book entitled “The Bridge 
of Caravans.” 


The calendar contains twelve pictures as shown above, each with a description 
written by Miss Olcott in her own vivid style. In addition there is a Scripture verse 
for each day of the year, and the International Uniform Lesson topics and readings 
for each Sunday. 


The calendar is printed in a rich sepia tone, by the gravure process, a style that has 
appealed especially to our subscribers, as is evidenced by many letters received. 


The number of copies available for sale is somewhat limited, so it would be well 
to plan your order now. The quantity prices offer an opportunity to purchase these 
for resale among your friends or fellow workers. 


PRICES (Postpaid) 


B.. svssws Coeveccccccccccvcsces: $ .30 BD. ccccvcccccccceceasosecess $ 9.00 
BS ceees PPYTTTTTYTTTI TT TTT eee © Be... BERET er eee ee 17.00 
TD cccccccccccccccccccccceccces J Serre r rrr ree 32.00 
TD cvcccccecccccccvcsocecoceces GP esgvc sets vodssecsescevece 40.00 


Send 30 cents for one copy, to look over now. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| With the New Books 





A Danish Theologian 


A Pastor Looks at Kierkegaard. By 

William T. Riviere (Zondervan Pub- 

lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
$1.40.) 


XV RITTEN in a delightful style this 
work introduces the reader to the 
now famous Danish philosopher, but af- 
fords an introduction just as truly to a 
vigorous-minded pastor in a small town 
in Texas, who keeps up with his studies 
while his heart remains mellow toward 
the sorrows and sins of his flock. Kierke- 
gaard is interesting. Riviere is charming. 
The personal position of the author on 
most points of theology seems to be or- 
thodox, but he does not always discern 
the theological dangers of our time. He 
classes Barth and other disciples of 
Kierkegaard, such as President Mackay 
(Princeton Seminary), as orthodox 
Christian theologians. Only once does 
his pleasant voice become harsh. This 
is in his reference to ministers, old or 
young, who believe that the church must 
not countenance antichristian theology. 
“Such gnats,” he says, “don’t bother me 
much” (p. 114). “The criterion of ortho- 
doxy which such a heresy-hunter uses 
may be an ancient creed or a very mod- 
ern one...” 

The author mentions the distinction 
between the Barthian attitude toward 
the Bible and that of the orthodox Chris- 
tian who says, “We hold that the Bible 
is the Word of God [Barth]; that by the 
free grace of God, the Bible as ex- 
pounded in the church becomes the Word 
of God” (p. 108f). Nevertheless, he says, 
“Carl Barth is a reverent and old-fash- 
ioned Christian.” 

Failure to recognize the distinction 
between the view of God held by Kierke- 
gaard and Barth, and the character of 
God as presented in the Bible is the 
greatest weakness of Riviere’s work. He 
holds that “the transcendence of God” 
(p. 31) is “a belief common to Kierke- 
gaard, Barth, and Brunner, to Shedd and 
Strong, to Hodge ... and Warfield... .” 
Of Barth he says, “When he speaks of 
God, he means the God of orthodox Trin- 
itarian theism.” 

Now the doctrine of “the transcendence 
of God,” as taught in the Bible and held 
by orthodox theologians, is the doctrine 
of God’s objective existence as the Cre- 
ator and Ruler of the universe, distinctly 
other than His creation, yet logically and 
consistently in touch with all things in 
the universe. Kierkegaard and Barth, on 
the other hand, teach that there is an 
absolute logical discontinuity, an irra- 
tional break or gap, between the cate- 
gory of God’s existence and the histori- 
cal processes of this world. Lamont and 
Karl Heim admit antichristian conclu- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


sions in the simple world, but introduce 
God through an nth dimension. They 
may logically be classed in the same 
group with Kierkegaard and Barth. They 
actually teach that God is not an object 
of knowledge, cannot be known objec- 
tively. He is only the “Subject of sub- 
jects.” Riviere quotes Kierkegaard as 
heaping ridicule upon the old-fashioned 
study of Christian evidences. To argue 
for the existence of God from known 
facts and data is held to be supremely 
absurd. Paul’s statement (Rom. 1:19, 
20) to the effect that the eternal power 
and deity of God may be known through 
the data of the created world is utterly 
contrary to the germinal thought which 
runs from Kierkegaard through the writ- 
ings of the Barthians and the dimension- 
alists. 

Orthodox students of the Bible must 
earnestly contend that, if God is not re- 
garded as an object of knowledge, if it 
is denied that God has clearly evidenced 
Himself in the things which He has 
made, if God is said to be only the “Sub- 
ject of subjects,” to be known by us 
through some nth dimension, then this 
doctrine of the transcendence of God is 
not transcendence at all but is perilously 
near to pantheism.” In fact, it saves itself 
from pantheism only by its frank claim 
of irrational paradox, that is, its admis= 
sion that its position is self-contradic- 
tory. 

Riviere quotes Professor Van _ Til’s 
wholesome warning that Kierkegaard “in- 
stead of using [the word paradox] to 
indicate the notion of something unex- 
pected and strange or . .. something 
only apparently contradictory ... has 
used it as indicating that human thought 
is really contradictory. [There is thus] 
a radical difference. between Kierke- 
gaard’s use of the term [paradox] and 
the use of the term in Reformed The- 
ology.” Riviere breezily remarks, “He 
has something there.” However, in spite 
of this one passage in which the irra- 
tionalism of Kierkegaard is recognized, 
the author fails to realize the peril of 
confusing Kierkegaard’s God who could 
not be rationally known, who is com- 
pletely out of touch with the logical his, 
torical world, with God the Creator and 
Ruler of all, as presented in the Bible. 

This book is important for fundamen- 
talists everywhere. The greatest danger 
confronting believing Christians today in 
the field of doctrine is not the open Mod- 
ernism which frankly denies the virgin 
birth of Christ, not the outspoken higher 
criticism whith rejects the authority of 
the Bible in plain terms. The greatest 
danger before us is irrationalism which 
affirms the Christian testimony as a para- 
dox, and thus both affirms and denies, 
and so dilutes and weakens it. 


Walking on Water. By the Rev. John 
Linton. (Westbrook Publishing Co., 5800 
N. Mervine St., Philadelphia, $1.) Here 
are nine unusual sermons by an unusual 
preacher and Bible teacher. The title 
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of the book is taken from the first mes- 
sage, in which Mr. Linton, taking Peter’s 
experience as his text, shows by stimu- 
lating exposition and striking illustra- 
tions from his own experience that 
Christians can and should step out on 
the promises of God, especially praying 
and believing that God will save souls. 


‘The next two are also on prayer, — “The 


Prayer of Faith” and “Unanswered 
Prayer.” The third message should help 
to clear up much perplexity. There is 
a surprise in the fourth, “The People 
Who Lived Before Adam,” and no one 
who believes the Bible will deny that 
Mr. Linton is correct in his treatment 
of this subject. There is a fine chapter 
on the conversion of the Philippian 
jailer; another on “Golden Bells and 
Pomegranates,” showing the importance 
of both praise and fruit-bearing in the 
Christian life. 

Chapters seven and eight are among 
the strongest. Under the heading, “As 
It Was in the Days of Noah,” Mr. Lin- 
ton gives convincing evidence from sci- 
ence of the reality of the flood, and 
draws striking parallels between condi- 
tions then and now. His unique, humor- 
ous, and arresting style is seen in hjs 
imaginary description of a great conven- 
tion that might have been held in the 
days of Noah to prove that his proph- 
ecies were ridiculous. The audience is 
addressed by Dr. Daniel Dryasdust, Pro- 
fessor Hezekiah Highbrow, and Dr. Silas 
Sailtrimmer, who are clever personifi- 
cations of critics we have with us today. 
Again in chapter eight, “Why Some 
Preachers Ought to Visit Hell,” Mr. Lin- 
ton reproduces the arguments of those 
who do not believe in hell, and then de- 
molishes them. The last chapter, on 
Mt. Sinai and Mount Sion, brings us face 
to face with the infinite grace of God 
and the rich treasures stored up for all 
who receive Christ as their Saviour. Mr. 
Linton’s sermons are vigorous, Scrip- 
tural, clever, and interesting, and will 
arouse sinners and comfort saints. 
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Communism in the Schools 


Education for Destruction. By Bessie 

R. Burchett, Ph.D. (Published by the 

author, 5200 Warren St., Philadel- 
phia, $1.50.) 


R. BURCHETT was demoted as head 

of a department in the South Phila- 
delphia High School for Girls, transfer- 
red to a teaching position in the West 
Philadelphia High School, and finally 
ousted from the public school system be- 
cause of her vigorous and courageous 
opposition to the teaching of Communism 
in the Philadelphia schools. Her book 
is important because it is up-to-date, 
packed with facts, including names, 
dates, and places, and discloses a de- 
plorable condition. It is doubtless typi- 
cal of public schools in most of our large 
cities. 
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Of a convention of educators at At- 
lantic City six years ago Miss Burchett 
writes: “Much profanity flew around 
the room, and some sneers at religion 
as upholding the ‘status quo.’ Finally 
the name of our Lord was used so blas- 
phemously that I felt morally bound to 
protest. I have been protesting ever 
since” (p. 3). She quotes questionnaires 
given to faculty members, and “guide 
sheets” given to students by principals 
and teachers, all obviously intended to 
create a bias in favor of Russian Com- 
munism and against the United States 
Government. A branch of the young 
Communist League met regularly in the 
South Philadelphia High School for 
Girls. Dr. Burchett did not fight under 
cover, but pled with teachers, princi- 
pals, and members of the school board 
to put a stop to such tactics, but all to 
no avail. She does not fight Commu- 
nism ignorantly and blindly, but, as in 
chapter two, exposes its fallacies and 
wickedness. Chapter four gives the titles 
and authors of a long list of seditious 
books recommended for study; chapter 
five (38 pages) gives copious abstracts 
from subversive books in use in the 
schools. 

Certain passages are especially fine, 
and give glimpses of Dr. Burchett’s 
Christian character as well as her cour- 
age. For example: “I purchased a Bible 
myself for each member of my depart- 
ment and we agreed to read ten verses 
a day to our pupils, as the school code 
requires” (p. 102). “Many ministers fol- 
lowing this trend [through shades of 
pink toward red] fill their sermons with 
tolerance, denunciations of social evils, 
and such, and their parishioners, who go 
to church seldom enough anyway, are 
left uninstructed in Christianity and by 
the application of too large doses of tol- 
erance are diverted from their loyalty 
to Christ. Pamphlets in their bookracks 
make them familiar with one or an- 
other aspect of Communism” (p. 19). “It 
is futile to combat Communism, we 
must fight Communists. One of my supe- 
rior officers lately said to me, ‘If you 
feel you must go around lecturing, talk 
about Communism, but leave out the 
schools.’ I said, ‘Why, the Communists 
would probably pay me mney for do- 
ing that!’ If the , G-Men should go 
around lecturing against banditry and 
should refrain from attacking bandits, 
the bandits would continue their profi- 
table occupation and they might attend 
the lectures with pleasure. It is only 
by naming and attacking a Dillinger that 
anything is accomplished” (p. 104). 
“Pupils were outwardly orderly and re- 
spectful — as much as any in this ‘Greek- 
less and godless age.’ But in every class 
there were pupils who were watching 
and ready to report anything I might 
do or say” (p. 162). 

Dr. Burchett exposes the dangers of 
so-called “academic freedom,” of “social 
studies” instead of the old-fashioned sub- 
jects of history and civics; and shows 
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how Communism has penetrated teach- 
ers’ organizations and ‘magazines. Dr. 


Burchett’s blows would have been 
stronger if they had been aimed at only 
one object, but unfortunately she has 
taken up the cudgels for Colonel Lind- 
bergh and the Isolationist Movement, 
though she doubtless feels that the two 
subjects, are vitally related. Christian 
readers Gi stand with her in her fight 
against Communism, but will be divided 
on the question of entrance into the 
war.1 

Believing that her opponents will, with 
sarcasm, call her “melodramatic,” she 
says: “Let it be so! No emotion can be 
expressed in language the mocker may 
not ridicule. The day is darkest before 
the dawn. Sometimes victory comes 
when all seems lost. Our Republic may 
yet be saved by the great patriots who 
are now—so hopelessly — fighting the 
good fight” (p. 170). 


Church and State. By Karl Barth. 
(Student Christian Movement Press, 
Macmillan Co., Toronto, 90 cents.) The 
Church and the Political Problem of Our 
Day. By Karl Barth. (Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York City, $1.) Careful at- 
tention should be given to these twin 
books by all who love the Church and 
who care for the spread of the Gospel 
in the great harvest field of this world. 

Karl Barth disagrees with the point of 
view of THE Sunpay ScnHoo. Times, in 
that he holds that the Bible contains 
the Word of God or that portions of. it 
become the Word of God in the process 
of preaching, whereas according to evan- 
gelical doctrine the Bible is in its en- 
tirety the infallible and inerrant Word 
of God. However, Barth does believe 
that the New Testament in those portions 
which treat of the relationship between 
the Church and the secular powers of 
this world is the Word of God. He treats 
these portions as being authoritative. 
His exegesis and analysis are illuminat- 
ing and in substance can be agreed to 
by all evangelical Christians. 

The discussions of Christ before Pilate 
and of Paul’s teachings in the thirteenth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans 
are particularly valuable. The Church 
should not expect the state to propagate 
doctrine officially and as a political 
matter, but the Church should expect 
the state to protect it from oppression 
and to give it freedom to carry on its 
churchly functions. 

Barth shows that the teachings of 
Luther and Calvin and other leaders of 
the Protestant Reformation were Scrip- 
tural, but did not go far enough in an- 
alyzing the relationship between Church 
and state. 

Barth does not discuss the Old Testa- 
ment theocracy. Some theologians ought 
to write an ecclesiology showing the 
parallelisms and the distinctions between 





1 Doubtless the war with Japan has changed 
Dr. Burchett’s position, and renders this criti- 
cism unnecessary. 
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Old Testament outward forms, such as 
the Passover, and the New Testament 
sacraments, such as the Lord’s Supper, 
and showing the similarities and the dif- 
ference between the visible group of 
God’s people in the theocracy in the 
Old Testament and the visible group of 
God’s people in the Church in the New 
Testament. Certain it is that just as the 
outward forms of worship were changed, 
so the form of visible organization ot 
God’s people in the world was changea 
for this dispensation. Church history 
is strewn with illustrations of the mis- 
take of attempting to practice Old Tes- 
tament theocratic forms in this age. 
What Barth says is helpful and true 
in principle, but it should be made a 
part of a larger study of the total Bib- 
lical view of the relationship between 
God’s people in their outward organiza- 
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EVANGELISM 


You—as a believer—have been appointed by 
God to 4 a soul-winner. Therefore, in a sense, 
—- elism is the responsibility of all believ- 
ers! To sale all—old or young soul-winners, 
and especia ie, evangelists or evangelists’ as- 
sistants—is the purpose of this course. Inter- 
esting and practical, presenting the various 
principles and methods of evangelistic work in 
a concise manner. Filled with valuable illustra- 
tions and an abundance of helpful suggestions. 
ps for details. 


Dept. S-388 
0) Please send FREE folder on EVANGELISM 


I 
Course. (1) Also Prospectus describing all 17 Home 
Study Courses. \ 
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tions and the political powers of this 
present world. 

The two books discuss the same mat- 
ters from different points of view: 
“Church and State” takes up doctrine 
and principle; “The Church and the Po- 
litical Problem of Our Day” is an appli- 
cation of doctrine and principle to the 
modern European situation under Nazi 
domination, 


The Secret of a Happy Wedded Life. 
By W. G. Heslop. (Zondérvan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Practi- 
cal suggestion and sound advice fill each 
chapter of this delightful little book. Its 
117 pages are filled with truths that 
should transform many homes, if put 
into practice. There are poems, anec- 
dotes, and thoughts by such Christian 
leaders as Spurgeon, Gypsy Smith, 
Moody, Finney, and many others. The 
book is simple, interesting, helpful. The 
chapter on “Children” is especially valu- 
able. Other chapters deal with “Love,” 
“Marriage,” “Home,” “Helps to Hus- 
bands,” “Words of Wisdom to Wives,” 
with “Twenty Secrets of Success,” and 
“Thoughts from Other Thinkers.” Chris- 
tian workers, pastors, teachers, and 
parents will find much useful material 
in this book, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 
December 29 to January 4 

Mon.—Isaiah 11:1-5. The Messiah Promised. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “There shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse.” 
The Bible is full of promises. The Spirit 
of God who spoke by the prophets made 
known the things which are to come. 
This one in the Book of Isaiah tells of 
Jesus coming into this world in a direct 
line from David the son of Jesse. If 
we read Romans 15:12 and 2 Timothy 
2:8, we shall see that this is so. Jesus 
came into this world, and will come 
again, just as God, by His prophets, 
promised. The title “Messiah” means 
anointed. Jesus, “the Lord’s anointed,” 
the “rod out of the stem of Jesse” will 
yet rule the world in righteousness. 
Pray for Russia. 
Tues.—Matthew 1:1, 17, 21. 

The Messiah’s Purpose. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He shall save his 
people from their sins.” The Lord’s main 
purpose in coming into this world was 
to save us from our sins. He came “to 
seek and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 19:10). This is the one thing for 
which He came into this world, died 
on the cross, rose from the grave, entered 
Heaven, and will come again. He will 
save His people, keep them, come for 
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them, and take them to be with Him 
forever. The longing of His heart, the 
thing He has in mind is the salvation of 
souls (2 Pet. 3:9). Pray for Great 
Britain. 


Wed.—Luke 1:1-4. The Messiah Proclaimed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Things which are 
most surely believed among we” Luke 
was himself an eyewitness. “He both 
saw and heard the Lord; and in his Book, 


written under orders from the Lord, he . 


tells us many special things about our 
Lord’s life and work. He was a good 
“minister of the word.” We, too, must 
let others know about Jesus. “We have 
heard the joyful sound—Jesus saves! 
Jesus saves!” Let us spread the Gospel 


everywhere. Pray for Norway, Sweden, 


and Finland. 
Thurs.—Mark 1:1, 14, 15. 
The Messiah’s Preaching. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Repent ye, and 
believe the gospel.” We learn from 
Christ what preaching is and what to 
preach. He is our Example and our 
Message. To preach as He preached, and 
to give the world the Gospel is work 
of the highest order. He preached sim- 
ply, clearly, boldly, interestingly, a 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, e 
words His Father gave Him to preach. 
“Repent,” and “Believe the gospel,” 
were His calls to men. This, too, is our 
message, and it must be preached in the 
same way He preached it. Pray for Latin 
America. 


Fri.—Mark 2:1-12. The Messiah’s Power. 

PRAYER Succestions: “The Son of man 
hath power on earth to forgive sins.” 
Pardon for sin is wholly in the hands 
of Christ. He who died for our sins 
alone can forgive them. When “we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
Sins forgiven are put away. God puts 
them behind His back; they are cast 
into the sea of forgetfulness. Pray for 
Germany. 


Sat.—Acts 1:1-5. The Messiah’s Promise. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The promise of 
the Father, which, saith he, ye have 
heard of me.” Our Lord promised that 
the Spirit of God would come to be 
with, and in, His people. He kept that 
promise. On the day of Pentecost the 
Spirit came upon Christ’s disciples, and 
He is here to stay until Jesus comes 
again. The Holy Spirit is God; He is 
our Comforter and Guide. He converts 
the soul, instructs us, and leads us home 
to God. Pray for France. 
Sun.—Matthew 28:18-20. The Messiah’s Plan. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
every creature” (Mark 16:15). All peo- 
ple, everywhere, are included in the 
Lord’s plan for missions. The Gospel must 
be given to all the world. He died for 
the world; John 3:16 tells us so, and we 
must seek the good of all by lovingly 
giving them the glad tidings of the Gos- 
pel. Pray for Belgium. 


“Thé gospel to 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay ScHoot Times sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Tugs. 


Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 


does, the Tuves bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) ‘ 


Tue Sunpay ScuHoot Tres is paying the 
War Exchange Tax for all of its Canadian 
subscribers. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 


68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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